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Middle and Later Stone Age 
technology in southern 
Tanzania
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Southern Tanzania

Songwe River Valley, Lake Rukwa drainage

Iringa

(Atlasi kwa shule ya Tanzania)
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----Mbeya City

Lacustrine Deposits 

Songwe highway sites

The Songwe
River Valley

Limestones and 
travertines

Terrace sitesMapogoro
rockshelters
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Songwe MSA / Mode 3 cores and tools
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MSA / Mode 3 retouched tools: backed awls (top 
left), burins (bottom left), points (top right) and 
crescents (bottom right)
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Songwe MSA / Mode 3 sites - IcIu4



7

Songwe LSA Artifacts 
– top left - microburins, top right - points, bottom left 
-bladelet cores, bottom right -endscrapers
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IdIu22 test pit 4 – LSA stone artifacts 
(n=21,358)
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IdIu22 test pit 4 – LSA tools (n=1978 or 
9.3% of total)
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IdIu22 test pit 4 – Mode 5 raw materials 
(n=21,358)
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Mapogoro village and rockshelters in 
2005
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Fieldwork in 2005
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IcIu18 - Two 1 m² test pits excavated in 2005  in 10 
cm levels – MSA artifacts in deposit extending to 80 
cm below surface
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IcIu18 surface collections in 2005 
(n=337 stone artifacts)
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IcIu18 surface collections in 2005 –
Tools (n=151)
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MSA / Mode 3 Tools from the surface of IcIu18 
Top left – bifacial point; bottom left –discoids; Right 
(top and bottom) – point roughouts

555
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IcIu18 surface collections in 2005 –
Cores (n=122)
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IcIu18 surface collections in 2005 –
Raw materials
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IcIu18 test pit 1 –Artifact types by level 
(n=396)
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IcIu18 test pit 1 –Tools by level (n=185)
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IcIu18 test pit 1 – Cores by level 
(n=101)
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IcIu18 test pit 1 – Raw materials by 
level
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Results from IcIu18
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Iringa Rockshelters in 2005
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Already known for Acheulean korongo (gully) 
sites - Mgongo (left) and Isimila (right)
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Mlambalasi
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Mlambalasi rockshelter– Iron 
Age and LSA on surface
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Mlambalasi
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Magumbike (Iron Age, LSA and 
possibly MSA; also rock art)
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Kitelewasi, SE of Iringa (LSA 
and MSA)
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The potential of Iringa
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