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Editorial

The West African Archaeological Newsletter seems to be
meeting a need and to be encountering an increasing demand.
The growing number of contributions in the last two numbers
is+an indication of the need for a reasonably rapid outlet
for the publication of preliminary or summarised archaeo-
logical results-and enquiries; and the demand is indicated
by the fact that initially a circulation of well under 50
was envisaged, whereas recently hardly a week has gone by
without a request from someone to be put on the distribution
list, and it has been found necessary to run off 250 copies
of the present number,

This is very gratifying and makes the labour involved
seem worth while, but expansion is not without its problems.
The University of Ibadan Institute of African Studies will
continue for the time being to carry the cost and distribu-
fion will remain free, but a number of libraries have been
making requests (all granted) for the Newsletter to put on
their shelves, which raises the whole question of 'For
Private Circulation only'. So long as the Newsletter is
not available for sale, technically it remains only a matter
of private circulation; but if it is appearing on library
shelves, it may come to be regarded as an ordinary journal
from which anyone is free to quote. It has been suggested,
therefore, that the fiction of 'For Private Circulation
only' should be dropped, and the rule about not quoting
without the author's permission should be relaxed., However,
we are reluctant to do this, as the whole point of the rule
was to encourage contributors to give 'hot! archaeological

. .news and to 'stick their necks out' by giving immediate

impressions, rather than the more slowly and carefully
deliberated judgments of definitive archaeological .publica-
tion. '

What do readers think? Please send us your views.

oo ota ol ofs ofe ol o ote oY e ofe ofe ole oS0 e
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We have two appeals and an apology. The appeals are en
pp. 34 and 38 of the Newsletter, and concern radiocarbon
dating, and experimental archaeology under tropical condi-
tions. We would urge all our readers who have anything to
contribute to these appeals to do so, since it is only by
cooperative effort that many of the intractable problems
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" Pour 1l'instant on continuera & le distribuer gratuitement,

" ‘se proposait d'encourager l'envoi des nouvelles archéo-

carbone et de l'archéologie experimentale.

of unravelling Africa's past can be solved. The most urgent
need of archaeology in many parts of Africa is still to con=
struct chronological frameworks; for this our best.aid at
present 1is radiocarbon dating, and everything possible
should be done to organise the necessary work and mobilise
resources to make the best use of the method to this end.

Our apology is to our contributor R. N, York for the
fact that the drawings to accompany his article in gurﬂlast
issue did not arrive in time to be included; accordingly

they are published at the end of the present number as the
next best thing, but we regret the separation.

Editorial

(Résumé&)

11 semble que le "West African Archaeological News-
letter" satisfasse un besoin, parce que les auteurs’ se
multiplient et beaucoup de monde, les bibliothéques com-
prises, le demande., C'est bien agréeable, mais cela remet
en question la rigle primitive de ncipculation privée".

mais il faut rigler au plus tot le ppobléme'posé par la-
publication des extraits. A l'origine la régle de ne pas
reproduire d'extrait sauf avec -1'autorisation de 1'écrivain

logiques les plus récentes et des impressions immédiates
des chercheurs; ce serait dommage d'empé&cher les auteurs
de faire part de leur suggestions si 1l'on renonce 3 la regle.

Qu'est-ce que vous en pensez? Pridre de donner votre
avis. :

P
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"

e fdidedet
Exhortations & répondre auX requétes au sujet du radio-

} Regrets que les dessins de R. N. York ne soient pas
drrivés de bonne heure afin d'accompagner son article,




FOUILLES ARCHEOLOGIQUES EN MAURITANIE ORIENTALE

bar

Serge Robert

Depuls Décembre 1960, Mr, Jean Devisse, Professeur
d'Histoire du Moyen Age & la Faculté des Lettres de Lille,
Mme Denise Robert, Collaboratrice Technique au Centre Natio-
nal de la Recherche Scientifique et Mr, Serge Robert, Maltre-
Assistant d'Histoire du Moyen Age d la Faculté des Lettres
de Dakar, ont dirigé quatre campagnes de fouilles archeo-
lOglunS en Mauritanie Orientale, dans le massif greseux du
Rkiss, 'La, dans le cirque naturel de Noudache, existent

des ruines en un site localement appelé Tegdaoust: elles
furent 31gnalees dés le début du XXe siecle par le Lieu-
tenant Boery qul voulut y reconnaitre les vestiges d'une
cité caravaniére connue des géographes arabes et désignée
sous le nom de "Ghast" par Yakubi et d "Aoudaghost" par

El Bekri., Visitées plus tard par MM, les Professeurs Monod
et Mauny, aucune fouille n'y avalt €té menée, .

Les ruines se répartissent en plusieurs ensembles: le
plus important s'allonge entre les deux bras de 1'oued Batha
et couvre environ 12 hectares; plus 3 1'est ont été travail-
lées deux enceintes : un grand cercle dont la destination -
demeure incertaine, et un musallah qui devait réunir aux
jours de grandes priéres les croyants de la cité entiére,
Sur le plateau dominant au nord le cirque, se situe une
nécropole couvrant environ trois hectares et demi.

Les chantiers principaux ont été ouverts sur le site
le plus important et sur les lieux d'inhumation.

Dans le cirque, les ruines les plus visibles sont
celles d'une agglomération "récente" que nous datons des
XVe/XVIe sidcles, mais dont l'activité a pu se prolonger au
dela, Les constructions réparties autour de vastes cours
sont de quallte médiocre, comme d'ailleurs les tem01ns qu1
Yy sont découverts, en particulier les poteries. R

Au deld de cette cité de faible étendue, les recher-
. Ches ontﬂmontré 1'existence de plusieurs~niveaux plus an-

i Clens: 1! un dont les constructlons s'apparentent sans:doute

celles mises:d.jour autrefois a Koumbi.Salehj un autre

dont les constructions rappelleralent plutdt certains: habl*

tats de 1'A Afrique du Nord médiévale., Les objets ‘de




fabrication locale sont nombreux a témoigner de formes
simples mais esthétiques; ils s'associent g/des.ob]ets
d'importation, venus du monde musulman médiéval.

e dernier étage, le plus ancien, montre des foyers
aux cendres mélées de nombreux tessons.,

' Sur le plateau nord, le long de la piste caravaniére
encore utilisée de nos jours et conduisant vers les cités de
la’ Mauritanie septentrionale, des chantiers ont permis
'1'exhumation, au milieu d'enceintes rectangulaires et &
différents niveaux, de squelettes'humains. '

Aprés quatre campagnes, il est bien entendu prématuré
de rien affirmer: 1l'étude systématique des témoins, souvent
pratiquée en liaison étroite avec des spécialistes de scien-
ces complémentaires, doit souligner des rapprochements
fructueux, et apporter des compléments d'information de =
premidre importance. L'inventaire des objets restaurés ou
en cours de restauration, et le compte-rendu des campagnes
de fouilles, feront 1l'objet de publications réguliéres dont
le premier fascicule est en cours de rédaction. Les res-
pondables des fouilles de Tegdaoust espeérent pouvoir, au
cours des prochaines années, inventorier systématiquement le
site, proposer une hypothése de datation des différents
objets et matériaux mis 3 jour, étendre enfin leurs recher-

N .

ches archéologiques & d'autres sites sub-sahariens.

Summary

txcavations. in Eastern Mauritania

by

Séfge Robert

Four seasons of excavations have been carried out by
professor Devisse and Mr. and Mrs. Robert on the site of
some ruins in eastern Mauritania locally known as Tegdaoust.
These ruins were first reported at the beginning of the
twentieth century by Lt. Boery who identified them with
the caravan city of Aoudaghast mentioned by El Bekri, : There
are several groups of ruins and two enclosures; with: a ceme-
tery on the plateau to the north. Excavationsi have been
made in the :latter and in the most important group of ‘ruins.




The most conspicdous ruins are reported as belonging to
the fifteenth/sixteenth century, with their use perhaps
continuing later than that. The buildings, situated around
vast courts, are of mediocre quality, as also is the asso-
ciated pottery. The excavations revealed several more
ancient levels; in one the buildings resemble those unear-
thed at Kumbi Salehj in another they are more like mediaeval
North African buildings. There are both locally-made objects
and objects imported from the mediaeval Islamic world. The
most ancient level is represented by hearths and sherds of
pottery., Human skeletons have been excavated from the ceme-
tery to the north, from graves surrounded by rectangular
enclosures.

The material recovered is now being studied and it is
premature to announce any firm conclusions. Full reports
- will be published and the first volume is in preparation.
The excavators hope to be able to make a systematic exami-
nation of the site and to establish a dating system for what
has been found. ' ’
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THE ANGLO-GAMBIAN STONE CIRCLES EXPEDITION

. by

Paul Ozénne

For the first few weeks of the Lent Term 1965, by. kind
permission of the Vice-Chancellor, I .joined an sxpedition to
the Gambia, led by Mr. F. A. Evans on behalf of the Duke of
Edinburgh's Award Scheme. The main purpose of the expedi-
tion was to express to the people of the Gambia, on the eve

of independence, the good will of various people, especially
those who at some time had been associated with the country.
Tts aim was to investigate the series of stone circles,
commonly believed to be at least seven hundred years old,
which lie in the middle of the country and in the adjacent
part of Senegal to the north. In the short time available,
’little more could be dane than to formulate the problems -
posed by these monuments, and the means through which fur-

.

ther work might provide solutions.

These monuments are elaborate graves, grouped 1in ceme-
teries; in a few groups in Senegal there are one or two
score together, but in the Cambia the maximum is scarcely
nore than a dozen. The aspect of the circles is well por-
trayed by Parker's drawings,t which are roughly accurate.
The common feature is a circle of stones, usually with two
or more outside to the east, aligned north-south. The
circle may be only ten feet across, with stones standing
seven feet above the ground, or more than twenty-five feet
in diameter and less than four feet high; and various parti-
cularities - the doubling of a circle, the provision of
extra stones which may have a hollow top or be formed into
an upright V - are known. The stones, of 'laterite' - in
this case a cementation of ferruginous sandstone - are
carefully and smoothly shaped, with a rectangular, D-shaped,
or circular section. :

Four configurations of the interior of circles were
noticed. TFirst, one circle was slightly hollow within the
circle, with a low surrounding bank. This was at Wassu
(13° u2' N; 14© 53' W), a circle referred to as Wassu I,
and excavation revealed that these features were due to
carlier treasure-hunting (the diggers were not interested
in pottery, but left it broken behind them, with a fragment
of one of the uprights); later it was learnt that during
the few weeks after the end of the last war a party of




British officers had ransacked this and some other circles,
Second, at several cemeteries, the interiors were flat and
sandy. Test trenches in two circles at Kerbach (13° y4g! N;
15° 02' W), Kerbach III and VI (Parker's Kerbach 7 and 4),
indicated that these cannot yield a great deal of informa-
tion, for two reasons: originally there was probably:a sand
mound containing much of significance, but this has been
eroded completely; and in the loose sand, -percolating water,
plants, insects, etc. have leached out all stratigraphical
distinctions, and nearly every trace of bone, Third, at-
Wassu some large circles contain a gravel mound, with a
depressed sandy centre; they look like circles of the fourth
type which have been robbed at the centre, but are most
likely ones of this type which have been eroded to a slight
degree., If so, excavation would be profitable, The fourth
type has a gravel mound within the  stones, and excavation
of one, Wassu VI, showed that this is the type upon which
labour should be concentrated., The compacted gravel has
protected lower levels from great disturbance, and strati-
graphical evidence, bones, and other objects are compara-
tively well preserved, : :

Wassu VI thus provided an abundance of information,.
much of which was corroborated by slighter features at the:
three other circles which were partially dug. The sections
revealed the following sequence of construction.

Before the circle was:. built (maybe some centuries;
study of the pottery should provide clarification) the soil
had become very dirty with domestic rubbish, including many
small scraps of pottery. The layers. above this sloped down-
wards and inwards over it, and from this it would seem that
the first step in making the monument was to clear a foot
Or so of the dirty soil from the area of the circle. Then
the pits for the stones were dug, and the sand placed as a
Small mound in the middle. The stones were emplaced, and

away, was then used to cover the whole of the interior (but
Not the area between the circle and its eastern outliers) -
and to pack the stones into position. On the surface of
thl.s:gravel,,,,a narrow wall of pebbles was built between the
Stones; this may have retained a top capping of sand, most
°f which has since blown away. c

in.a peculiar position. It lay with the bones unarticulated
| Sod spread out in the sloping lower six inches of the com-
i Pacted gravel. . The few traces of bone found in the two

- There was. only one skeleton in this mound, and that was

i







