———————--——-—-—--———.—-.——

—--——-—————————.——-———-——————--——_————————-——

No., 3 October 1965

Editor: Professor Thurstan Shaw

o - - . - - T g - S S S S S S
—.—._,-_-.——.__-.._.—_._--___—_-__...—.-__.-—.—_-_-.—_.-..-.—-_—-——.————_—_——.—_—

IT.

ITT,

1v.

Institute of African Studies
University of Ibadan, Nigeria

_-—.———.—-——————..——-————.————-————-..—_——-—-—-——

Editorial oo o

Kitare: a_Egeliminagx_ggEort

- ——

B§-§T'ﬁﬁﬁcan—ﬂéfﬁéwson ves

15

18

22




Editorial

—— o — - ——

Devploplno countries may be regarded as passing through
three stages in their archaeological progress. To begin with
there 1is no official or organlsed archaeology at all, and a
few interested individuals do what they can without OfflClal
help or hlndrance. In the second stage, some official action
is taken in the form of anthultlc" legislation or to control
.exoavatlon, and some mechanism is set up to operate this - an
sncient Monuments Commission or a National Museum or a
Department of Antiquities, Lastly, there is the stage when
universities and research institutions, both indigenous and
from overseas, actively pursue archaeologlcal research in the
country.

When the latter stage is reached it -'is important that the
archaeological resources available, both financially and in
personnel, should be deployed to the best advantage, so that
wasteful overlapplng can be avoided and plans of campaign for
research can be co-ordinated in the sort of overall programme
that is likely to result in the most rapid advance of archaeo-
logical knowledge.

To this end the Federal Anthultles Commission of Nigeria
invited all the five universities in -the country to meet with
rcpresentatives of the Federal Department of Antiquities in
Dccember 1964, The Director and Deputy Director of the
Department were present, three -of the universities sent
representatives, and the archaeologist of another, who was
unable to be present, sent a communication., At the conclusion
of the meeting it was felt that it had been very worth while.

It was agreed that the greateést need at the moment in
Nigerian archaeology is to establish a cultural succession
and a chronological framework, and proposals for excavations
should be judged on their llkellhood to contribute to these.
Each of the institutions represented described in outline
their fieldwork plans for the next twelve months or so, The
Principle was accepted, in coordinating such efforts, that
there should be no parochialism and no 'reserved areas' - all
dreas and sites in ngerla were of relevance and interest to
all archaeologists in the country; there were, however, certain
professional 'decencies' to be observed - that where it was
known a certain worker was conductlng research on a particular
Site, other workers would not move in on it without consultation.

The Federal Department of Antiquities would make itself
Pesponsible for salvage and rescuc work wherever necessary. .
heir officers had already carried out a survey of the area to
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be flooded by the building of the Kainji Dam on the River Niger,
and at the meeting gave an undertaking to take the necessary
action, They also undertcok to keep an eye on operations in
the minefields, which continued to yield important Nok culture
material,

Disappointment was expressed that the Nok material already 3
recovered had not yet been fully published, and that the only 1
settlement site of this culture so far discovered, and therefore )
probably the most important archaeological site in Nigeria, had
lain partially excavated and unpublished for a number of years,

The meeting was informed how it was hoped this situation would
be remedied.

There was some discussion on the ultimate destination of
finds made in excavations., It was agreed that since universi-
ties were trying to build up study collections for research
and teaching purposes, they needed to retain such of their
finds as was necessary for these ends.

In general it was felt that the proper criteria for
deciding where finds should be kept should be those of conserva-
tion and accessibility. Finds, and the ‘information that belonged
to them, must be properly preserved, and they must be reasonably
easily accessible to serious students, University institutions
might be able to meet these requirements as well as the
Department of Antiquities.,

It was agreced to adopt the metric system progressively
for archaeological measurements,

NOTICES

From Professor Oliver Davies:=

"Early in 1962 Mr, Oliver Davies had prepared a report,
fully illustrated, on his excavations at the XVII-century site
of Ahinsan (with ritual tecrracottas), and at the XVIII-century
midden at Mampongtin, both in Ashanti. The report was ready
for publication under the title "The Culture of 0ld Ashanti",
Difficulties and delays over publication through the University
of Ghana have compelled the author for the time being to deposit
the. MS and illustrations in the Library of the Institute of
Archaeology, University of London, under conditions similar
tec doctoral theses and such material, The author retains full
~copyright; the MS may be consulted, but not copied or removed,
on application to the Librarian,"

1. -We have just learnt from Mr. Bernard Fagg that he plans to
come to Nigeria to do this work during the dry season at
the beginning of 1966,



From Mr, S. G, H, Daniels:-

'Mr. S. G, H, Daniels of the University of Ibadan, would
be interested to make contact with any archaeologists in West
Africa working on problems involving the theory of typology
and of quantitative and statistical methods applied to
archaeological material,'
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Editorial

(Résumé)

Quand l'archéologie dans un pays cn développement atteint
le niveau ol il y a plus d'une seule agence (tel qu'un départe-
ment gouvernemental des antiquités, ou des universités, ou des
instituts de récherches) il faut coordiner leurs activités pour
que les ressources limitées soient employées au mieux.,

A une réunion au Nigeria de telles parties intéressées,
on a décidé que le besoin le plus urgent était d'élucider des
successions culturelles et un cadre chronologique, et que la
valeur de toutes fouilles devait 8tre estimée en fonction de sa
contribution d ces buts. Des mesures ont été prises pour que
les travaux archéologiques nécessaires soient entrepris dans la
région qui sera inondée par le barrage de Kainji. Le systime
métrique a été également adopté pour toutes les mesurcs
archéologiques. :
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Le professeur Oliver Davies a annoncé qu'il a déposé son
manuscrit et les illustrations, concernant ses excavations au
site du 17€ sidcle d'Ahinsan et au site du 18€ sidcle de
Mampongten, & la Bibliothdque de 1'Institut d'Archéologie de
1'Université de Londres. On peut les y voir selon 1les
conditions d'usage aprés s'&tre addressé au bibliothécaire,




1964 EXCAVATIONS AT ROP ROCK SHELTER
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Ekpo Eyo

Rop rock shelter takes its name from the village of Rop,
which is some 6 miles south east of Barakin Ladi, on the Jos
Plateau. The shelter is on the north side of Dome hill, on
the Amalgamated Tin Mining Lease No. 1569. This area, llke
the rest of the Plateau, supports very tall grass during the
rainy season, but during the dry season the grass gets very
dry and bush fires are frequent. On the hill itself live,
hidden from v1ew, a non-muslim community who have so far
resisted moving down to the plains.

Rop shelter is one of a number of such shelters which
have been found in Nigeria. Others include two shelters on
the Kagoro Hills which have, as yet, not been excavated, and
Mejlro cave in 01d Oyo which was excavated by Frank Wlllett.

This shelter was formed by the weathering of the granite
which caused the formation of overhanging crags. Only a few
of such natural formations lend themselves for human occupation
because . of the interference of big boulders, but Rop has a more
or less level floor with sufficient head room. The maximum
height. from'the floor to the top is about 4.6m, and the shelter
is about 12.2m wide in some places.

The archaeological potentiality of this shelter was
discovered in 1944 by Mr. Bernard Fagg, who was then an
administrative officer in Northern Nigeria, but later on the
Director of the Department of Anthultles. In-that year, he
and his wife carried out a trial excavation by cutting a trench
1,5m long by .6m wide across the front of the shelter on the
forward slope, but just inside the drip line. A further main
trench 3.7m by 1.8m, which was divided into 4 trenches of .,9m
by 1.8m each, was dug on the left side of the shelter. These
were excavated in shallow layers varying from 10cm to 18cm in
depth. The preliminary report on this excavation appeared
in the Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society for 1944, In
that report, it was not stated spec1f1cally whether the
excavating was carried right down to the virgin soil nor was
any drawn section published. Fagg, however, states that he
was able to distinguish only one occupation layer "continuous
for a depth averaging about 30cm - 96cm".




In his rough and ready classification of the tools there
werc 236 lunates, 168 backed blades, 33 simple blades, E
76 points, 46 (doubtful) burins, 126 scrapers, 1,205 cores, ™
316 utilised flakes, 84,059 flakes and chips and 8 other
unspecified implements, In addition to these therc were 1,907
potsherds and the remains of a prehistoric human being consist-
ing of a crushed skull and some fragments of the long bones. ‘

The 1964 Excavations. 1
!
In 1964, I organised a three week dig in the unexcavated
right sector of the shelter, with the help of Robert Soper, .
‘then an archaeologist with the Department of Antiquities. We '
were helped by a team of 8 American Peace Corps Volunteers, a ‘
British Overseas Service Volunteer, and a Canadian and a
British Education Officer, who were teaching in Northern
Nigeria., We also had three Museum Assistants from the Departmenbf
of Antiquities. At this juncture, I would like to record my [
very great thanks to all of these helpers, some of whom had no l
previous knowledge of excavation, but who, nevertheless, came |
with great enthusiasm and contributed in no small measure !
towards the success of the dig.

Five trenches were laid outj three of them AI North,
3Ix North and BIy North were right inside the shelter, A.II
south was partly under the overhang and A,III south on the
forward slope. A,II south cuts across Fagg's first trial
trench, The trenches were worked in spits and the excavated
2arth, together with its contents, was sieved, and preliminary
sorting was done on the site, All the finds, including the
pottery, stone and other materials of archaeological importance,
were removed to Jos for further sorting and classification,

The section was as follows:-

S b v

pIaces thlck w1th charcoal and ashes, This soil is a
kind of hard biscuit-like humus with very little in it,
The hearths are rather recent as this shelter is often
used by nomadic Fulanis who camp here with their cattle,

2, Brown Earth Layer. Immediately below thls is the brown

was found. From this layer too came pieces of iron slag
~and 2 iron points.

3. Sterile Layer. Below this upper microlithic layer with

pottery nor stone tools. The 10 stone objects whlch we
found were most probably intrusive from the upper layer,
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‘point out that it is not the easiest task to recognise some

4. The Main Microlithic Layer in A.IIs, About 23cm thick,
TRIS " Iayer was quite undisturbed and consists of very
~gravelly, gritty soil and was thick with quartz. Apart
from the well-made microliths, Fagg got a few bored stones
from this layer. All the stone objects now assume bigger
proportions compared with those of the upper layer. There
werc also quite a few Levallois flakes on chert, chalcedony
and flint-like stones. Again, from this layer came one
"Stillbay" point together with some rubbing stones which
are on haematite. Finally, this is the level in which the
prehistoric human remains were found.

5. - Granitc_Layer 38cm_thick. Underlying the quartz layer, a2

Two docomposed granite layers. The one on top being soft
and loose and the one at the bottom hard and compact.

6. Bedrock, The section ends up with natural soil consisting
also of decomposed granite. '
As a whole the rich, cultural quartz level thins out towards
the forward slope and also towards the back of the shelter,

The Finds
The main finds consist of quartz implements of microlithic
size together with pottery. The tools were either on milk -
white or transparent quartz. A few tools are made on chert,
chalcedony and fine-grained sandstone. .

Before I go on to describe the tools, I would like to

tool forms on such intractable raw material as quartz. Anyone
who has had the experience of sorting out microliths on quartz
will, I think, be worried about the degree to which we must
accept some of the tools which have been put in one class or
another. The shape of an object in flint, a much better raw
material, can be very deceitful. It is even worse in the case
of quartz. For example, of the 46 objects classified by Fagg
as burins, he was not surc whether they were really burins or
not. I would, myself, be very hesitant to say that burins
occur in this assemblage, in view of the difficulty I have
described. In this respect, the numbers of tools which have
so far been classified which I shall give later an should be
regarded as a guide only, and not the exact number of tools.
Furthermore, it should be remarked that at Rop, it is easier
to recognise tools which have been fashioned on transparent
rather than on milky quartz. Consequently, more definite tool
forms on transparent quartz have been recovered than in the
other category,

e




%
¢
1

‘Points. These are flakes which have had their two sides

The tools consisted of:-

Backed Blades. These are blades which have been struck from
a"core., "0Oné side of the blade is blunted either with steep
resolved primary or secondary flaking. The other side which
is formed by the intersection of the upper and lower primary
flake surfaces is left sharp. These blades assume many forms,
the most common of which are lunate in shape. In fact, it is
sometimes difficult to say whether an object in this category

is a backed blade or a lunate., Sizes range from 3cms to scm,

Lunates or Crescents. These resemble backed blades in that

one side of "the tool is left sharp, while the other three sides
are blunted with resolved secondary flaking, resulting in the
blunted edges being circular or quarter-moon in shape. Sizes

range from 2%cms to Zcm.

Flakes d4nd Blades. Blades and flakes are pieces struck from a

core but the technique of producing blades is so controlled,
that the result is usually a flake with parallel sides,

bIunted and shaped to a point. Sometimes the side with the.
bulb of percussion forms the base of the point and remains
untrimmed, but sometimes the bulb of percussion happens to be
on one of the long sides of the point and is trimmed away in
the preparation of the side.

Triangles and Trapezoids. As their names imply, these are

microlIths which™ ave been shaped either like triangles or
like trapezoids,

Awls, Awls are rather thickish flakes with 3 or 4 faces and
with a flat base and having all the sides and corners blunted
and tapering to a point. There are also sometimes some long
spindle-shaped ones which were struck from the corner of two
intersecting surfaces of a core. I

Cores. Cores are lumps of quartz or quartzite from which flakes

and"blades have been struck. They are sometimes reduced to

as little as the size of a lizard's egg, but sometimes they

dre not very much worked and are rather large. Some of them
assume the form of a disc.

§9§§Egr§. Flakes which have been worked over on both surfaces
to produce scraping surfaces.

§U§ig§. Burins are tools which have a blow dealt in such a way
tﬁat a sharp chisel-like point is produced. It is rather
dlfficult in this assemblage to decide whether a burin-like
Object is in fact a burin, deliberately made, or just a

result of accident.







