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A

ADAMS, William Y, Professor Emeritus, Anthropology, U Kentucky, Lexington KY, USA [drwyadams@aol.com]

8  Archaeo-ethnology in Nubia 

Sudan has recently awarded me the Order of the Two Niles in recognition of my half century of excavations in Sudanese and Egyptian Nubia.  In this paper I reflect on the nature of my work, and the reasons why it has found special favor among the peoples who are its subjects.  The main reason, I think, is that I have brought with me the perspective of the ethnologist from my earlier career in American anthropology.  I have concentrated by preference on settlement sites, large and small, and have approached each as a community, to be exposed as fully as possible.  By excavating many small sites I have shed light especially on the peasant dimension of Nubian life.  Perhaps most importantly, in my book Nubia, corridor to Africa I have told the story of Nubian prehistory and history not as a series of disconnected episodes but as a continual story of evolution and adaptation from the Stone Age to the present.  In short I have been doing what I like to call archaeo-ethnology – using archaeology to answer an ethnologist's questions.

AGBAJE-WILLIAMS, Babatunde,  Senior Research Fellow,  Institute of African Studies, U Ibadan, Nigeria [bagw@skannet.com]

13  Archaeological excavations at Igboho, Nigeria, in 2005: a preliminary report 

Igboho, an extant Oyo Yoruba town, became the temporary seat of the ancient Oyo kingdom after the earlier capital, Old Oyo, was sacked by the Nupe in 1837 during the reign of Alaafin Onigbogi. Four Alaafin ruled there before the reoccupation of Old Oyo. My excavations were made between May and June, 2005, with four 2 x 2 m test pits at three different sites with lots of scattered embedded pots and sherds. The first is a pit outside the defensive walls, the second was at a hearth in the town and the third at a site near the burials of the four Alaafin found two pits. The main objective was to establish a chronological framework for the town: only the third site yielded charcoal samples. Stratigraphy is shallow (not exceeding a meter) when compared with Old Oyo. Preliminary study of recovered materials tends to confirm oral historical accounts as to Igboho’s relationship to Old Oyo. 

ANFINSET, Nils, Research Fellow, Archaeology, U Bergen, Norway [Nils.Anfinset@ark.uib.no]

11  Levantine and Western Desert pastoral traditions of northeast Africa?

Over the last decades there has been a substantial increase of interest in and new evidence connected to pastoralism in northeast Africa, and my aim is to synthesize these new results. My starting point is that different types of pastoralism have differing implications for society and economy. The time frame includes the 5th and 4th millennia BC, ending with the establishment of complex societies in the Nile Valley. I discuss the archaeological material of this period from northeast Africa that is indicative of pastoral nomadism, suggesting that there were two different traditions: one, based mainly on sheep and goat, originated in the southern Levant and spread to parts of northeast Africa. The other, originating in what is now the Western Desert, depended mainly on cattle. These two different pastoral traditions “met” in northeast Africa, but had different social and economic implications.

APAAK, Clement A., PhD cand., Department of Archaeology, Simon Fraser University Burnaby BC, Canada [caapaak@sfu.ca]

2  The salt trade in northern Ethiopia

This paper presents results of ethnoarchaeological fieldwork on the present socio-economic role of the salt trade in the Tigrai and Afar regions of Ethiopia. The study identifies the groups involved in the salt industry and confirms that the technology used to extract, pack, transport and process salt remains largely unchanged from that described by early visitors to Ethiopia.  While some archaeological correlates of the salt trade, e.g.,  ropes, skins and plant material, may not survive, the metal axes used to extract and shape salt, the stones used to sharpen them and grinding stones used to process salt at home will be preserved. Other elements likely to enter the archaeological record are the remains of pack animals used to transport salt.  My study also considers ideological, ritual, and symbolic aspects of salt, the socio-economic status of the different groups involved in the salt industry, as well as data on the storage and consumption of salt at the household level

APOH, Wazi R., PhD cand., Anthropology, Binghamton U, NY, USA [rapoh1@binghamton.edu]

16  The Akpinis and their encounters with dual colonialism: archaeological insights into German and British colonial overrule at Kpando, Volta region, Ghana

From at least the 18th century powerful external forces were instrumental in shaping Akpini society and culture. After migrating from Notsie and settling in the Kpando area, the Akpinis had to contend with slave raids, warfare and trade with the Asante and Akwamu states. From the 1880s until 1957 this was followed by German and then British colonial rule. The colonial regimes established a settlement at Kpando-Todzi, developed new markets for European products and diverted local labor and production toward commodities valued by the metropolis. These varied encounters led to monetization of the local economy, changes in labor practices and diet, and to renegotiations of social distinctions among colonial officials and local elites. I here explore archaeological findings from the Kpando-Todzi colonial site and other available sources to investigate how daily practices, particularly Akpini foodways and domestic technology were influenced by precolonial and colonial political economies, and vice-versa how German and British colonial officials were influenced by Akpini cultural practices. This investigation into the effects of local and colonial influences on Kpando lifeways and vice versa contributes to a growing body of case studies aimed at assessing variations and commonalities in intercultural entanglements and agency in pre-colonial and colonial contexts. 

ARNOLD, Elizabeth R., PhD cand., Archaeology, U Calgary, AB, Canada [earnold@shaw.ca]

11  Ethnozooarchaeology in the Mahas region, Sudan

Ethnozooarchaeology is the study of present practices of animal management as a tool to understand the past. My research in the Mahas region seeks to determine the relationship between the social and functional contexts of animal husbandry, butchering and food preparation and presentation. The focus is on three main variables:  1) gender, 2) ritual context and 3) domestic structure and production. Because women are responsible for the cooking and presentation of food, butchering patterns may be dictated by decisions made by women.  Observations of cattle slaughter in Ethiopia and elsewhere have noted a ritual division of the carcass among the members of society. In contrast, smaller stock are slaughtered within a domestic context and consumed within one household. I present a testable model capable of identifying such differential distribution of food resources in archaeological data. Additional factors affect the variable distribution of food resources. For example, the production objectives for livestock herds can vary depending on a household’s structure. A household with young children will try to maximize milk production, while a family with older children may try to maximize marketable slaughter animals. Such practices affect the production and discard of faunal remains and their entry into the archaeological record.
ASOMBANG, Raymond, Conseiller technique n°1, Ministère de la Culture, Cameroun, DELNEUF Michèle, Chargée de Recherche, IRD, & Christophe M. MBIDA, Directeur des Patrimoines, Ministère de la Culture, Cameroun [delneuf@orleans.ird.fr]  

Poster  Archeologie de sauvetage et implications en recherche et formation : l'exemple du projet de sauvetage archéologique sur l axe routier Bertoua/Garoua-Boulaï 

Les actions d’archéologie de sauvetage menées dans l’est du Cameroun de 1999 à 2002, ont porté sur l’axe routier de Bertoua à Garoua Boulaï, suivant la ligne de crête entre le bassin de l’Oubangui/Congo et celui de la Sanaga. Près de 145 sites ont été découverts datés par leur mobilier et des dates radiocarbones entre le LSA et l’Age du Fer, c'est-à-dire de 3000 BP jusqu’à la période pré-coloniale. Ce sont des stone-lines contenant des éclats sur quartz, des villages organisés autour de multiples fosses (tradition Ouélé Maroua, de 2000 à 1300 BP), des ateliers de métallurgie du Fer (Wantamo, 1800 BP) et des occupations villageoises sans fosse (Oudoulaye Nord 2000-1800 BP, puis 750 BP, enfin pré-coloniaux). Ils témoignent d’une intense occupation de la région étendue aussi au delà de la ligne de crête.  Du nord au sud, les milieux de forêt et de savanes ont évolué en forêts dégradées (3000 BP) puis milieux très ouverts, enfin en savanes arbustives au nord, sur des sols appauvris, par une pression anthropique, qui les ont progressivement fragilisés. Ces peuplements font la transition avec ce qui a été découvert plus au sud, en contexte de forêt et de lisière (Région de Yaoundé) et vers l’est (dans le nord-ouest de la Centrafrique). Ces résultats sont étudiés au sein du programme IRD/MinREST camerounais, Adapatation humaine aux environnements tropicaux à l’Holocène. 

B

BASELL, Laura S., PhD, Archaeology, U Cambridge, UK [lsb25@hermes.cam.ac.uk]

Poster  Excavations at Rambogo rock shelter, western Kenya: a Middle Stone Age site?

This poster presents results of doctoral research into the Middle Stone Age (MSA) of eastern Africa. Rambogo Rock Shelter in western Kenya was originally excavated in 1978 but the excavation records were lost and the finds never analysed. However, the original excavators believed the finds represented repeated occupation of the rock shelter, and that they included MSA lithics. Given that there are about 70 stratified MSA sites in eastern Africa (an area of ~1.8 million square miles) and that only 20 of these have been chronometrically dated to between 20,0000 – 40,000 BP, Rambogo presented an excellent opportunity to improve our record of this important period. Re-excavation of the site was undertaken in 2002 by a small team directed by myself.  The poster makes some general points about the MSA and summarises the original excavations and the results of the 2002 excavations. The context of the MSA finds is discussed, and some results of the primarily technological lithic analysis are presented.

BEYIN, Amanuel, PhD cand., Interdepartmental Doctoral Program in Anthropological Sciences, SUNY at Stony Brook NY, USA & U Asmara, Eritrea [abeyin@ic.sunysb.edu] 
3  Paleolithic investigations on the Red Sea Coast of Eritrea
The specific goals ongoing Paleolithic research along the Gulf of Zula, Eritrea, are:1) to excavate Middle Stone Age (MSA) and Late Stone Age (LSA) sites along the Red Sea Coast of Eritrea that were documented by a pilot survey in May 2005; 2) to describe the geological context and spatial distribution of artifacts; 3) to map lithic raw material sources so that they can be integrated into models of industrial variability; 4) to characterize the variability of lithic and faunal remains at MSA and LSA sites; 5) to refine the chronology of the sites. This project involves mapping (topographic and surface artifact distribution), test excavation, and museum analysis of archaeological remains. There is a growing convergence of paleontological, archaeological and genetic evidence supporting the origin of modern humans in Africa. However, there is disagreement about the tempo and mode of modern human dispersals out of Africa. Paleolithic investigations along the Eritrean Red Sea coast are important for human origins research because human populations specifically adapted to coastal environments in Northeast Africa are thought to have been source populations for human dispersal into Eurasia via Southern Arabia (the Bab al Mandab strait).
BIEMOND, Wim M., MA cand., Anthropology and Archaeology, U South Africa (UNISA), Pretoria, S. Africa [boeyensj@unisa.ac.za]

7  The Iron Age sequence around a Limpopo River floodplain on Basinghall farm, Tuli Block, Botswana, during the second millennium AD

A large volume of water is produced in the Upper Limpopo River by the confluence of four tributaries within a 40 km zone. Swelled by the meandering of the Limpopo along this stretch, large floodplains are formed during heavy rains. The ample river water and fertile soils on these floodplains constituted an ideal environment for agropastoralist settlement throughout the second millennium AD. A survey around one of these floodplains on Basinghall farm has uncovered 66 Iron Age sites. These comprise five Broadhurst and eight Toutswe ceramic phase sites for the Middle Iron Age and three Roberts Farm, 15 Letsibogo and 35 Late Moloko/Khami ceramic phase sites for the Late Iron Age. Survey data, supplemented by the results of selective excavations, is used to establish an Iron Age settlement chronology for Basinghall, which is related to the cultural sequence for the surrounding region.
BLENCH, Roger, ODI, London, UK & MAESAO, U Geneva, Switzerland [r.blench@odi.org.uk] 

8 Reconstructing the subsistence patterns of speakers of proto-Dogon

Surveys of the Dogon languages in Mali (2005) focused both on understanding the genetic classification of this language family and on the collection of vocabulary associated with subsistence, with a long-term goal of linking these results with the regional archaeology. The paper will present a phylogenetic ‘tree’ of Dogon, and include a discussion of Baŋgi Me, an isolate language that has been uncovered in the Dogon area. It then considers the subsistence items (particularly crops, livestock and trees) that can be reconstructed within Dogon and makes some tentative proposals for links with the archaeological data, particularly with respect to the MAESAO Project.

BOEYENS, Jan C.A., Assoc. Prof., Anthropology and Archaeology, U South Africa (UNISA), Pretoria, S.Africa [boeyensj@unisa.ac.za]

5  Kaditshwene: a portrait of an early nineteenth-century Tswana capital in the South African interior 

In his review of the second edition of Graham Connah’s acclaimed book, African civilizations: an archaeological perspective, Andrew Smith remarked on the omission of precolonial Tswana states from the survey of complex societies. More specifically, he asked whether or not “towns like the Hurutshe capital of Kaditshwene, which was estimated to have had between 16,000 and 20,000 people in AD 1820, probably as many as Cape Town at the same time, [should] be included as African civilizations”. These populous Tswana settlements were characterized by complex sociopolitical structures, leading some anthropologists to describe them as city-states. In this paper, the results of an investigation into the stone-walled town of Kaditshwene, located in South Africa’s North West Province, are drawn together to explore the development of social complexity among the Tswana and elucidate the way of life of the Hurutshe on the eve of the upheavals of the difaqane. The paper  demonstrates how multiple and divergent sources of information, such as archaeological data, oral traditions, toponyms and documentary evidence, have been integrated to chronicle the settlement history of Kaditshwene, to examine the capital’s layout and architecture, as well as to reconstruct the social system, economic organization and technology of its occupants.

BOWER, John R. F., Prof. Emeritus, Anthropology, Iowa State U, Ames IO & Res. Assoc., Anthropology, U C Davis, CA, USA [jrfbower@aol.com; jrfbower@sbcglocal.net]

9  What is the Middle Stone Age?
Archaeological research centered on Middle Stone Age occurrences has recently assumed critical importance in our understanding of the emergence of culturally "modern" behavioral capabilities. However, the definition of the Middle Stone Age as a archaeological entity has yet to be achieved.  This was clearly revealed at a recent conference on the Middle Stone Age in Nairobi (July 17-18, 2005), where the question that is the title of this paper was examined without resolution.  Part of the problem in isolating the Middle Stone Age from other archaeological stages is that the conceptual framework for such stages is modeled on the geological approach to partitioning time.  In this paper it is suggested that a historical model may prove more effective than the geological one for establishing a clearly defined temporal framework for the archaeological record.  Such a framework is critically important in evaluating the tempo and character of biocultural evolution within the species Homo sapiens.    

BRADLEY, Rebecca, Calgary AB, Canada [reblefiya@yahoo.ca]

5  Peter Shinnie: the first ninety years

An illustrated preface to the session in honor of Peter Shinnie.

BRASS, Michael, MA cand., Institute of Archaeology, U London, England [mike@antiquityofman.com]

4  Analysing socio-economic and ideological changes in late Holocene Saharan hunter-gatherer and early pastoral societies
Debates about cultural complexity in relation to its material manifestations have been at the  centre of research into the rise of early pastoralism in North Africa. Hitherto, a number of approaches, using data derived from funerary practices  and settlement patterns, have been used, each differently emphasising socio-economic, technological and gender changes, e.g. distinctive ancient social practices in the Central Sahara contrasted with those in the Egyptian Western Desert.  A new approach is presented which relates analyses for human skeletal and dental data  with those derived from analyses of cattle remains. Such an approach incorporates anomalies from Nabta Playa (the human tumulus E-97-5 amongst disarticulated and articulated cattle tumuli remains) with changing burial practices in order to derive proposals for tracking societal changes in (a) the co-variation of cattle and human burials, (b) the sexual division of labour over time, and (c) population movements and their affinities. An attempt is then made to show the relative contributions of these two factors in relation to the pattern of increasing social complexity in the region.

BROOKS, Alison S., Prof., George Washington U/Smithsonian Institution & John E. YELLEN, Program Director, Archeology, National Science Foundation, Washington DC, USA [abrooks@gwu.edu]

9  From the Acheulian to the Middle Stone Age: an East Side Story.

Recent advances in dating and stratigraphic correlation methods such as tephrastratigraphy have allowed new insights into behavioral change during the African Middle Pleistocene. At least four East African regions: – the Middle Awash valley of Ethiopia, and the Baringo,  Narok-Naivasha and Olorgesailie basins of Kenya, – are yielding long archaeological sequences that represent the transition from Acheulian technology to local variants of the Middle Stone Age. We present results from our work at Aduma in the Middle Awash and in two areas of the Olorgesailie basin, confirming earlier suggestions that the transition is complex, with multiple types of “transitional” industries, with or without handaxes and/or points. Both débitage and façonnage techniques are employed to produce pointed forms, and small flake industries, often based on Levallois technology, are interstratified with core-axe and hand-axe industries.  Ecological data from fauna and sediment analyses suggest that this transition followed a major faunal shift from specialized grazers to more generalized herbivores, and that East Africa, which today has the largest terrestrial mammal biomass in the world, would have supported a consistently large population of humans, and constituted a major center for behavioral innovation.

BRUNNER-ROBION, Caroline 1, Sébastien PERRET 1, Vincent SERNEELS 2, Adama DEMBELÉ 3 & Eric HUYSECOM 4 [jmcb@club-internet.fr]

1 PhD cand., Anthropologie et Écologie, U Genève; 2 Prof., Minéralogie et Pétrographie, Géosciences, U Fribourg, Switzerland; 3 Mission Culturelle de Bandiagara, Mali ; 4 Maître d'enseignement et de recherche, Anthropologie et Écologie, U Genève, Switzerland
7  A thousand years of iron metallurgy on the Dogon shield (Mali)
The Dogon shield is characterized by a complex physical and cultural geography and has an outstanding archaeological heritage of iron metallurgy as to its importance and variety. To understand this situation on a regional scale and in its diachronic dimension, a multidisciplinary approach was adopted: archaeological surveys to identify the iron production sites, archaeometric investigation of metallurgical materials, excavations to reconstruct the furnaces and the spatial organization, quantification of iron production, and interviews of blacksmiths.  The prospected area covers approximately 15 000 km2 and several dialectal zones. About fifty smelting sites and twenty ore extraction sites have been located, as well as many blacksmith workshops. Iron production ceased in the 20th century, and must have been significant in the 19th century. Radiocarbon dating shows that iron metallurgy in this area started at least in the 11th century AD.  Examination of slags and excavation of several furnaces allow us to individualize at least five technological groups distributed on the the plateau and the Bandiagara escarpment. These groups are characterized by very variable smelting technologies (with specific slag assemblages), different types of furnaces (small furnaces to large, half-buried, combustion chambers), and by the organization of the working space. They also differ in their socioeconomic organisation, ranging from sporadic production as illustrated by small isolated waste dumps of some dozen kilograms, to large scale iron metallurgies with tens of thousands of tons of slags.

C

CAUSEY, Michael, PhD cand., Archaeology, U Oxford, England/British Institute in Eastern Africa, Nairobi, Kenya [michael.causey@st-hughs.ox.ac.uk]

11  Using computers in East African archaeology: GIS and the importance of digital data integration with apposite software 

Many areas in East Africa lack the digital data necessary for a strong GIS spatial analysis, such as localized topographical and geological survey maps.  This data deficiency makes it difficult for archaeologists to model past human behavior at a landscape scale.  However, recent advances in digital technology have created more ‘seamless’ software programs that allow East African archaeologists to create their own data.  The combination of GIs and landscape archaeology has been applied at Laikipia, Kenya during the Late Holocene to spatially analyze, delineate, and model pastoralist behavior in relation to possible environmental change.  The integration of software programs such as AutoCAD, Pathfinder, and Excel with GIS renders it feasible to evaluate the long-term effects of pastoralism on the landscape.  The placement of pastoralist sites onto georeferenced aerial photographs and QuickBird satellite images demonstrates that certain types of activity cause landscape degradation in the form of glades.  In order to fully understand the extent of environmental change caused by pastoralists, it will be necessary for apposite software programs to be integrated to create digital data at a more localized scale and the subsequent information garnered into GIS. 

CHALLIS, William R., D. Phil cand., Institute of Archaeology, Oxford U, England [william.challis@archaeology.oxford.ac.uk]

16  Bushmen of a new order: the formation of a horse nation amongst the people of the south-eastern mountains of nineteenth-century southern Africa

By merit of their being beyond the ken of the colonial frontier, the ‘Bushman Raiders of the Drakensberg’ have received a treatment in history much the same as the mythical beasts reported by sailors during the age of discovery. Because they were ‘unknown’ and made forays into European-controlled areas to steal cattle, horses and sheep, they were demonised in the European consciousness. Black African chiefdoms were re-located by colonial authorities and placed in ‘buffer locations’ in the foothills of the mountains from whence the raiders launched their attacks. They too came to regard the Bushmen as inveterate thieves, and both white and black farmers adopted policies of punitive counter-raiding – which ultimately led to the Bushmen becoming culturally extinct. When the raiders entered into European-controlled land, they entered into records written from a European perspective. Lacking from such accounts is the possibility that the Bushmen were in any way ‘mixed’ with the societies and economies of those Khoe-speakers and Bantu-speakers with whom they were conducting the raids. This paper reports on recent fieldwork in the area occupied by one such creolised group, the Thola. Not only are the overwhelming majority of paintings depicting cattle raids and mounted horsemen in their territory, but analysis of the imagery itself indicates that horses were much more than mere vehicles of expedience to the Bushmen who came to own them. 

CHAMI, Felix, Prof, Archaeology Unit, University of Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania [fchami@udsm.ac.tz]

2  Rethinking the culture history of the islands, the coast and the hinterland of East Africa

Before 1998, the coasts and islands of East Africa were not thought to have had settlements pre-dating the Islamic era. However, since 1995 archaeological sites bearing Neolithic and Early Iron working cultural traditions and associated trade goods, some originating from as far away as India and the Mediterranean, have been being discovered in coastal and island East Africa. The most recent findings are of Khartoum Neolithic and even Mesolithic or pre-Mesolithic horizons on Kilwa Island and Zanzibar. Scholars now have to alter long-established theories that viewed Sub-Saharan Africa and its east coast as having played no part in the ancient world system.  I aim to provide incontrovertible evidence, mainly from sites discovered in the Rufiji delta region and Mafia and Zanzibar islands, of continuous settlement on the coast of East Africa from the pre-Neolithic period through the Neolithic and Early Iron Age to the rise of Swahili civilization. Long distance trade with Egypt, the Graeco-Roman region and India took place by both land and water, linking the people of the coast of East Africa to those of inner Africa, Asia, and the rest of the then known ancient world. 

CHAZAN, Michael, Assoc. Prof., Anthropology, U. Toronto, ON, Canada [mchazan@chass.utoronto.ca]

9  Preliminary results of new research on the Earlier Stone Age of Wonderwerk Cave, Northern Cape Province, South Africa

Wonderwerk Cave is a massive cave that penetrates over 100 meters into the Kuruman Hills in the Northern Cape Province of South Africa.  Excavations by Peter Beaumont have uncovered extensive Earlier Stone Age deposits though much of the cave.  This paper will present some of the preliminary results of a new research project aimed at analyzing the lithic and faunal assemblages from Beaumont's excavations and providing a chronological and stratigraphic framework for the site.    

CHIRCHIR, Habiba, Grad. attachee, British Institute in Eastern Africa, Nairobi, Kenya [habibachirchir@excite.com] 

13  Cranial and post cranial skeletal comparisons among the modern Bantu population of Central Kenya.


The aim of this study was to reconstruct human stature and estimate cranial volume from skeletal collections at the National Museums of Kenya. Following the methods of Mildred Trotter (1970) whose analysis of long bone lengths established strong relationship between lengths of long bones and stature, I studied a sample of 75 individuals of Bantu-speaking groups from Central Kenya. They included both males and females and ranged in age between 20 and 55 years. Estimates of stature were obtained by using the lengths of humerus, radius, femur and tibia. The humerus, tibia and radius were measured on full length while the femur was measured both in terms of the physiological and maximum lengths. Estimates of cranial capacity were obtained by using the manual packing method which entailed packing the interior of the skull with millet seed and then measuring it. Results of this investigation establish a correlation between stature and cranial capacity among Bantu populations of Central Kenya. The study is important in providing data whereby modern populations can be used as analogues in determining skeletal changes among human populations.

CLIST, Bernard, Research Associate, Institut de Recherches pour le Développement, UR 92, Orléans, France [bclist@club-internet.fr]

Poster  Coexistences matérielles entre 7.000 et 2.000 bp en Afrique Centrale : une mosaïque culturelle (Industrial overlapping in Central Africa between 7,000 and 2,000 bp: a cultural mosaic)
 

Around 7,000-6,000 bp LSA peoples developed s a complex lithic industry in the Cameroon Grassfields that may have contributed to a true Neolithic. The later Neolithic in Central Africa (c. 5,000 bp onwards) also developed a stone industry. From 3,500/3,000 bp, villages attributable to a forest co-tradition are identified in the forests of Cameroon, Gabon, Congo and maybe also Equatorial Guinea. Their lithic "chaînes opératoires" are reduced to a minimum. It has been suggested that the introduction of iron tools explains this change. Another hypothesis speaks of a slow and long interaction with forest hunter-collectors, linked over extended social and economic networks with other northern communities remaining in southern Cameroon and the Grassfields, which led the villagers to switch from lithics to tools which do not survive in the archaeological record. In this view, iron tools appeared only later in the forest industries (imports not before 2,900/2,700 bp; local production not before c. 2,500-2,300 bp). Today the archaeological record shows clear evidence of a complex cultural mosaic extending from 7,000 bp to 2,000 bp.

CLIST, Bernard, Research Associate, Institut de Recherches pour le Développement, UR 92, Orléans France [bclist@club-internet.fr]  

8  Villages through the equatorial rain-forest of Central Africa, a re-evaluation 

A re-evaluation of all the ancient ceramic traditions dated to between 4000 and 2000 bp found in Central Africa shows some strong relationships between those excavated in Cameroon and Gabon. Furthermore, using the same analytical tool, one can suggest the existence of two co-traditions, a northern one incorporating the Obobogo, Okala, River Denis, and Imbonga Traditions (Cameroon, Gabon, R.D. Congo), and a southern one linking the Tchissanga and the Ngovo Traditions (Congo and R.D. Congo). This hints at novel ideas about population dynamics, village expansion, and interaction with Late Stone Age communities. Sadly, data from northern Angola are not available to study the possible interrelationships, if any existed, with the Early Iron Age Situmpa Tradition (c. 2300-2000 bp) from Zambia.

CONNAH, Graham, Emeritus Professor, U of New England & Visiting Fellow, Australian National U Canberra [graham.connah@effect.net.au]

13  Historical archaeology in Africa: an appropriate concept?
The term ‘historical archaeology’ originated in the United States and was subsequently adopted in Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa, all places subjected to European colonization during the last few centuries.  The idea of historical archaeology has had relatively little application in Europe, birthplace of the antithetical idea of prehistory.  In Africa, other than at the southern tip of the continent, historical archaeology has developed only recently and the relevance of the concept in Africa might be questioned.  There are chronological problems in its application: not only are the interfaces between preliterate and literate societies spread over thousands of years in different areas but they can at times be regressive.  The matter is further complicated if the term historical archaeology is used for societies whose history is oral not written.  However, there is an ambiguity in this concept that also has methodological and other connotations.  In these respects historical archaeology does perhaps have a place in Africa as a whole, but it represents a compartmentalization of our discipline still inadequately defined.

CROUCHER, Sarah, PhD cand., Archaeology, U Manchester [sk_croucher@yahoo.co.uk]

15  Archaeological interpretations of gendered identities on nineteenth-century Zanzibar

Gender has been a minor concern to archaeologists working on the East African coast thus far.  There has been a recognition that the lived experience of men and women may have differed: in particular the structural analysis of Swahili houses by Linda Donley-Reid (1990) demonstrated that the space of an urban stone house would have been understood in markedly different ways by men and women.  However, gendered interpretations have moved little beyond this, and gender is a topic with which few archaeologists working in this region engage. This paper addresses the gendered identities which existed on nineteenth-century Zanzibar, drawing on data both from survey on Zanzibar and Pemba and excavations at the clove plantation site of Mgoli, Pemba.  The complexities of such identities are explored: how, for instance, did gender affect the construction of both male and female plantation owner identities?  How did high-class women interact with those of lower status, such as slaves and concubines?  Clearly gender would have been a major concern for plantation residents, and yet would have interacted with other aspects of identity in varied ways, and was not necessarily a fixed and singular part of their identities.  Through this paper I highlight both the importance of gender within archaeological  interpretations of the East African coast, and also the dynamic nature of such gendered identities. 

CUNNINGHAM, Jerimy J., Post-doctoral Fellow, Department of Archaeology, University of Calgary [Jerimy.Cunningham@ucalgary.ca]
8  Integrating African ethnoarchaeology
Michael West and William Martin have recently suggested that African Studies in North America finds itself in moment of profound redefinition, caused by the combined influences of pan-Africanism, globalization and reaffirmation of traditional academic disciplines.  Likewise, ethnoarchaeology’s once celebrated role in the New Archaeology has floundered in the face of post-positivist critiques.  In this paper, I seek to define a space for ethnoarchaeological work in Africa that is sensitive to the daily realities of people’s lives while it simultaneously builds the types of knowledge necessary for ethnoarchaeology to meet its important epistemic role within archaeological research.  Examples are drawn from research with potters and consumers in the Inland Niger Delta of Mali.

CURTIS, Matthew C., Lecturer, Anthropology, U California at Santa Barbara, CA, USA [matthew-curtis@sbcglobal.net]

3  A crucial time:  examining change and complexity in the Northern Horn of Africa during the first millennium BCE

Archaeological research over the last two decades suggests that the first millennium BCE is a crucial period for understanding the changes in settlement, technology, and economies that gave rise to the development of complex societies in various regions of sub-Saharan Africa.  In the Horn of Africa this period saw the development of extensive highland agropastoralist village communities and elite ceremonial or ritual centers in northern Ethiopia and Eritrea.  This paper presents a framework for understanding ancient complexity in the northern Horn, outlining several major cultural and environmental phenomena and two catalytic events/processes involved in this period of cultural and economic transformation.  Archaeological evidence, including regional survey and excavation data from the central highlands of Eritrea, is presented and the probable impacts of climatic aridity and the expansion of cultural exchange and interaction patterns on the development of agropastoralism, permanent village settlement, and appropriation and maintenance of ritual power are assessed.
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D’ANDREA Catherine 1, Stefanie Kahlheber2, Amanda Logan3 and Derek Watson4
1 Assoc. Prof., Archaeology, Simon Fraser U, Burnaby, BC, Canada; 2 Research Asst., African Archaeobotany, J.W.Goethe-U Frankfurt, Frankfurt, Germany; 3 MA cand., Anthropology, U Missouri, Columbia MO, USA; 4 Researcher, Glasgow, Scotland
6  New perspectives on Kintampo subsistence

Palaeoethnobotanical research at the B-sites in central Ghana has produced the remains of oil palm, incense tree, cowpea, and possibly pearl millet in association with Kintampo material culture. Domesticated cowpea has been AMS-dated to 3460±50 bp, thereby confirming a Kintampo association. The significance of domesticated plant and animal remains at Kintampo sites is considered in light of this new evidence. It is observed that the application of labels such as ‘foraging’ and ‘farming’ does not effectively characterise the wide scope of subsistence activities practiced by the Kintampo and some other prehistoric societies. The developmental pathway of Kintampo subsistence, evaluated on its own terms, represented a mosaic of diverse and effective solutions taken to obtain several classes of available foods, involving the procurement of wild species and the production of domesticated resources.

DAVID, Nicholas, Faculty Prof., Archaeology, U. Calgary & Judy STERNER, Chair, Liberal Studies, Alberta Coll. Art and Design, Calgary, Canada [ndavid@ucalgary.ca] 

1  The stone-built DGB sites of northern Cameroon: performance and landscape


After briefly reviewing the nature and limited distribution of DGB sites in northern Cameroon, we approach the vexed question of their functions in the light of their complex sequences of construction episodes, the ceramic assemblages, allusions to water internal to the sites, oral traditions, dates and the environmental sequence during the period of their construction and use. The DGB phenomenon represents a unique response on the part of small scale indigenous communities to extreme environmental stress in the form of drought. It is best understood in the context of the elaboration of ceremonies on the scales of the community and landscape and the traqdition of performance that characterize Mandara montagnard societies in the ethnographic present.

DAVIES, Mathew I.J., PhD cand., Institute of Archaeology, Oxford U, England [matthew.davies@arch.ox.ac.uk]

1  Outline of an applied archaeology of Pokot and Marakwet agriculture.


Current interest in East African Islands of Intensive Agriculture is evident in the work of M. Widgren and J.E.G. Sutton and elsewhere. Drawing upon recent research carried out in northwest Kenya, I show how the study of such areas may be developed into an applied archaeology of East African agriculture.  Islands of Intensive Agriculture, being seen as productive and highly stable in the face of natural crises, are often thought to stand in contrast to surrounding areas. However, such assumptions have been subjected to little examination and dramatic exceptions, such as Engaruka in northwest Tanzania, are apparent. The archaeological study of changing patterns of landscape use suggests preliminary answers to a number of questions that have direct relevance to contemporary issues of erosion, degradation and food shortage. I focus on two areas of interest. The first concerns the maintenance of an ecological balance in the face of changing circumstances including intensification, deforestation, climate change/crisis, market variability and population movement. The second concerns the response of an agricultural system to crisis situations among surrounding pastoralists, and aims to identify patterns of refuge and assimilation which may, in the past, have acted to buffer pastoral communities during crisis.

DE BARROS, Philip L., Professor, Anthropology, Palomar College, CA, USA [pdebarros@palomar.edu] 

7  The surprising Early Iron Age site of Dekpassanware (Togo)
The Bassar Region of northern Togo is known for its large-scale iron production after A.D. 1300. The EIA was thought to begin ca. A.D. 500 but work in 2002 at the large and deeply stratified site of Dekpassanware has revealed deposits dating from ca. 800 B.C. to A.D. 150 with ironworking debris evident from ca. 400 B.C. The site contains communal burials with iron grave goods and evidence for smithing in the form of iron bloom-crushing mortars, microspatter and hammer scales, and stone anvils. Evidence for smelting, probably in small bowl furnaces using bellows rather than the large induced draft furnaces of the Later Iron Age, is indirect but includes slag and tuyères. Radiocarbon dates were run on charcoal from rubbish dumps and an industrial area.    The form, paste, and decorative aspects of the dominant ceramics, along with the burial customs, suggest that the Early Iron Age inhabitants were affiliated with the ancestors of the present-day Kabiye. Between ca. A.D. 1300-1600 the site was reoccupied by ironworkers using induced draft furnaces.

DELNEUF, Michèle, Chargée de recherche, Institut de Recherches pour le Développement, Orléans & Nizesete Bienvenu, Prof., Histoire, U Ngaoundéré, Cameroun [delneuf@orleans.ird.fr; mdelneuf@club-internet.fr]

Poster  Archéologie de sauvetage et mise en évidence de nouveaux thèmes de recherche et de développement : l'exemple du projet de sauvetage archéologique sur l'axe Ngaoundéré-Touboro (Cameroun)

Dans l’Adamaoua, entre Ngaoundéré et la frontière camerouno-tchadienne, l’ouverture d’un axe routier a engagé un programme de sauvetage archéologique sur 260 km qui a, à ce jour, 60 sites, à son bilan. La région, peuplée de Mbum, Dii, et Gbaya, plus récemment de Fulbé et de Mbororo, subit des migrations anciennes et récentes. Les occupations humaines sont représentées par des pièces de basalte, en surface, estimées aux MSA et LSA, des villages et des ateliers de métallurgie en batterie imposants de l’Age du Fer (2000 BP maximum), enfin de la période pré-coloniale – (16ème -19ème siècles AD). Distribuées autour de savanes arbustives et de forêts sèches dans un environnement montagneux, les occupations humaines d’Age du Fer témoignent d’une densité moyenne de peuplement. La région est l’objet depuis une trentaine d’années de migrations agro-pastorales intéressées par de nouvelles terres de cultures pour les cultures commerciales (coton, maïs, manioc), par des populations de l’Extrême Nord et du Nord. Depuis les temps anciens jusqu’à aujourd’hui, cette région de savane fragile est soumise à des conditions de peuplement trop fortes pour ses ressources. Le projet a créé à partir de ces premiers résultats un programme de recherche sur l’impact (milieu, humain) des migrations de tous âges, conduit par le Faculté des Lettres de Ngaoundéré (Prof. B. Nizesete). D’importants niveaux volcaniques du Miocène ont aussi été découverts, et pour celle au Pk 48 recouvrant des zones lacustres remplis d’arbres calcinés sur place.

DELNEUF, Michèle, Chargée de recherche, Institut de Recherches pour le Développement, Orléans [delneuf@orleans.ird.fr; mdelneuf@club-internet.fr]

15  Critères céramiques d’attributions culturelles en Afrique centrale (régions forestières et de contact forêt-savane). Quelques propositions d’analyses trans-régionales.

La céramique néolithique et d’âge du fer découverte dans les sites archéologiques des régions forestières, et situées au contact forêt-savane constitue l’un des principaux mobiliers retenus dans les synthèses visant à définir des aires culturelles. Ainsi, la place de ce mobilier dans la définition des concepts de « néolithique » et d’« âge du fer » est importante. Les critères retenus se basent davantage sur le décor que sur les autres caractéristiques qui constituent une céramique (comme le volume, la morphologie et ses dimensions, la nature des composants et les traces de fabrication ou de montage). Dans ces synthèses, plusieurs de ses caractéristiques sont étudiées d’abord dans une optique intra-régionale, et plus rarement dans une optique inter-régionale. Dans ces analyses, il est important de remettre l’accent sur  les contextes stratigraphique et chronologique, et les autres indices mobiliers. Enfin, plusieurs indices, par exemple dans l’histoire des environnements écologiques, ou dans les détails de certains instruments du décor, rapprochent des régions qui n’étaient pas forcément voisines sur le plan culturel ou géo-historique, mais qui le seraient sur celui des modes d’occupations de l’espace et la façon dont cet espace a été utilisé, et même surexploité. Nous proposons notre analyse fondée sur la céramique des ensembles archéologiques d’une part, et, d’autre part sur les caractères culturels, paléo-écologiques et historiques. La question de la représentativité quantitative des mobiliers céramiques est aussi discutée. Je m’appuie sur les mobiliers du Cameroun provenant des régions forestières et des lisières forestières, et, dans une optique inter-régionale, sur celui découvert dans les régions écologiquement proches ou plus éloignées vers l’Afrique orientale ou équatoriale.

DE MARET, Pierre, Prof. Social and Economic Anthropology, African Archaeology, and Rector, U Libre de Bruxelles, Bruxelles, Belgium [rectorat@admin.ulb.ac.be]

14  Seth : Egyptian chimera or African trickster ?


Since the early days of Egyptological research, many attempts have been made to identify the Seth-animal, but since Champollion there has been a general agreement that it must be regarded as a chimera, an imaginary creature. However, the many similarities between the shape of his head and that of the aardvark leads to the re-evaluation of a zoological identification that was proposed very early on.  Furthermore, if one looks into Sub-saharan Africa, the aardvark often plays an important symbolic role that explains many characteristics of Seth the trickster. It is time to pay more attention to the integration of Egyptology in Africa.

DENBOW, James, Assoc. Prof., U Texas-Austin, Austin TX, USA [jdenbow@mail.utexas.edu] 

5  The “Losé phenomenon” and the ecological, cultural and political dimensions of trade, governance and identity in eastern Botswana: CE 1200-1500.

Over 15 years ago David Kiyaga-Mulindwa carried out excavations at a small ruin named Losé where pottery “uniquely different from either Toutswe tradition pottery to the north or the southern traditions pottery” led him to conclude that the site “may well [mark] one of the few Mapungubwe satellites on the fringes of the Kalahari.”  Few of the dates were coterminous with Mapungubwe, however, and the presence of a circular stone enclosure, particularly one so far south, was anomalous. At this time it was widely hypothesized that eastern Botswana, paralleling findings from Mapungubwe and the Limpopo valley, was depopulated during the 13th to 15th centuries due to drought conditions associated with the “little ice age.” Excavations in the deeply stratified deposits at Bosutswe in 2001 – 2002 indicate that no such depopulation occurred and provide stable isotope evidence that undercuts the drought hypothesis. In addition, ceramic, metallurgical and faunal evidence document and contextualize the political and economic transformations that led to the development of a distinct Losé ceramic identity by CE 1300. 

DEWEY, William J., Assoc. Prof., Art History, U Tennessee, Knoxville KY, USA [wdewey@utk.edu]

14  Repatriation of a Great Zimbabwe stone bird


In 2003 the Berlin Museum für Völkerkunde returned part of a stone bird to Zimbabwe 100 years after it had been looted from Great Zimbabwe. These soapstone birds are probably the most famous objects found at Great Zimbabwe and are now the symbol of the nation of Zimbabwe, appearing on everything from coins to the nation's flag. Only eight have been recovered. The top half of the bird in question was found at the beginning of the 20th century and has remained in Zimbabwe. The bottom half was probably taken from the site in the decades just before the turn of the century, but by whom and exactly when is unknown. An explorer (Mauch in 1871), a hunter (Posselt in 1889) and an antiquarian (Bent in 1891) all removed items from the ruins around this time. Many other European visitors could have removed it after the 1890 colonial occupation. The first record of this particular bird dates from 1906 when the lower half was given by Axenfeld, a missionary, to the Berlin Museum. Following the Second World War, it and a number of other items from the museum were presumed lost and probably destroyed. Only after the dissolution of the Soviet Union was it returned to Berlin. It had been hidden in Leningrad and then Leipzig for half a century.

DI LERNIA, Savino, Director, Italian-Libyan Archaeological Mission, and Scienze Storiche Archeologiche e Antropologiche dell'Antichità, U degli Studi di Roma 'La Sapienza', Italy [dilernia@uniroma1.it] 
Plenary   An African Sahara

The archaeology of the Saharan regions, when considered in a continental context, is of extraordinary scientific value. Themes such as local knowledge, in this case Tuareg,, sustainable development and heritage management can be approached from a different perspective, thanks to the richness of the  archaeological record. Only a multidimensional, genuinely cross-disciplinary approach can produce a rounded and encompassing view of ancient cultural trajectories, and can serve to shape an adequately diverse cultural heritage policy. The experience of the Italian Archaeological Mission in the Libyan Sahara integrates archaeology, history, genetics and ethnoarchaeology to decode the tremendously complex cultural landscape that was the ancient Holocene Sahara. This approach may be exported to other African contexts in order to construct a new vision of African archaeology.

DINGALO, Sarah M., PhD cand., Archaeology, U Edinburgh, Scotland [smdingalo@yahoo.com.au]

1  Recent archaeological research of the Shashe-Limpopo confluence zone: a perspective from eastern Botswana
This paper presents the result of recent fieldwork in the Shashe-Limpopo confluence zone in eastern Botswana. Using multi-field approaches and problem-oriented data analysis techniques, the objective of the research was to ascertain the archaeological identity of the landscape, largely dominated by Mapungubwe. Preliminary results from spatial data, geochemical analysis of soil samples and x-ray diffraction on ceramics and clay sources demonstrate that the confluence zone was part of a broader landscape that contributed to the human social, political and economic systems of the Shashe-Limpopo basin. Although archaeological research has until recently focussed on the sites of Mapungubwe and nearby Schroda and Bambandyanalo, research results from eastern Botswana show a broader and more varied cultural landscape that characterised the confluence zone in the past. This offers an enriched/broader understanding of how humans articulated with the environment in the confluence zone and beyond.

DUEPPEN, Stephen A., PhD cand., Anthropology, U Michigan [sadueppen@yahoo.com]

7  Investigation of an Early Iron-Age village community: the Kirikongo Archaeological Project, (Mouhoun Bend, Burkina Faso)

The Kirikongo Archaeological Project investigates the development of a late prehistoric village along the Mouhoun River during the first and second millennia AD.  Two seasons of fieldwork have been carried-out at the mound cluster of Kirikongo in Winter 2004 and Winter 2006. Excavations have uncovered mud-brick architecture, abundant subsistence remains and a diverse material culture over an 1100-yea r sequence. After describing the nature of the component parts of the settlement,  the economy and chronology, I discuss how our findings inform on the underlying socio-political integrative mechanisms at Kirikongo and how these can help us understand developments in other parts of the West African savanna. 

E

EICHHORN, Barbara, Postdoctoral researcher, and Katharina NEUMANN, Privatdozent, Institut für Archäologische Wissenschaften, U Frankfurt, Germany [b.eichhorn@em.uni-frankfurt.de]

6  Archaeobotany and environmental history of Ounjougou, Mali 

The site complex of Ounjougou is situated on the banks of the Yamé river which crosses the Dogon Plateau in Mali. It comprises numerous Holocene archaeological sites and locations with natural river deposits which have been investigated during the past decade by an international and multidisciplinary project, focusing on the interrelation between human occupation and environmental variability. A feature unique for West Africa is the excellent preservation of archaeobotanical material in the sediments. This paper presents a synthesis of charcoal analytical data from Ounjougou. They reflect a gradual change from a Sudanian savanna forest mosaic with several Guinean elements to a Sudanian savanna with typical Sahelian elements and fewer Guinean taxa. These results confirm the generally accepted aridification trend during the late Holocene, although the high amount of gallery forest trees in the assemblage complicate the ecological interpretation. Charred caryopses of Pennisetum glaucum in the site’s “varves” indicate agriculture in the region already around 3200 BP. The finds, however, still need to be directly dated. A possible influence of these early farming activities on the woody vegetation is likely, but can hardly be discriminated from climatic causes of vegetation change.

EL-ZAIN, Intisar S., Assistant Professor and Head, Archaeology, U Khartoum, Khartoum, Sudan [intisarelzein@hotmail.com]

5  The archaeology of gender: the case of the Sudan
Interest in the archaeology of gender (gender archaeology/feminist archaeology) has become widespread and explicit since the early 1980s. For Sudan this topic has never been tackled while interpreting our archaeological finds. Thus the theme of the paper is to check the male bias in Sudan archaeology through the examination of gender in archaeological record. I attempt to reconsider of our past and its contribution to understanding of the present by tracking interpretations of various objects from archaeological sites in Sudan dating from the Neolithic up to the Meroitic kingdom. For example, while certain women during the Meroitic period (350BC-AD350) played an important public role and have been highlighted as great builders and conquerors, the lives of ordinary women have been neglected despite the existence of rich archaeological records relating to both categories. How do their lives relate to those of their modern descendants? I further argue that the Meroitic civilization needs to be reconsidered in terms of the present day situation in Sudan, especially as this relates to past and present amalgams of ethnic groups. 

ESTERHUYSEN, Amanda B., Senior Tutor, Archaeology, U Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, S. Africa [esterhuysena@geoarc.wits.ac.za]

16  The siege of Makapan: a third narrative

During the 19th century the present Makapan Valley World Heritage site was a place of repeated refuge from the conflicts arising from shifting authority, acquisition and loss of power, and competition over the control of resources in the northern regions of the Republic of South Africa.  In 1854 a growing resistance amongst the northern Ndebele against the frontier of colonial expansion erupted in the murder of a number of Trekboers who were encroaching on their territory.  Historic Cave, one of the caves in the Valley, became written into the Afrikaner Nationalist narratives of the 20th century as the place where the Boers avenged the treacherous murder of their fellow trekkers by suppressing the savage forces of the Ndebele chief Mokopane and his Kekana chiefdom. The events surrounding the siege and the scale of the massacre became blurred in the playing out of these political agendas, while Kekana oral histories remained silent on the matter. Historians interpreted this silence as insignificance: that the Boers and later the Afrikaners had intentionally trumped up the scale of the event. The archaeology by contrast provides evidence of extreme loss and suffering which it is argued rendered Mokopane socially and spiritually bankrupt, a condition that resulted in his ‘suicide’. It is argued that the real reason for the ‘silence’ lies at the point of rupture. At the stage that the surviving Kekana statesmen contrived a suitable account of ensuing events to give the new chief legitimacy, thereby creating an impression of lineage continuity and permanence.

EZE-UZOMAKA, Pamela I., Senior Lecturer, Archaeology, U Nigeria, Nsukka, Enugu State, Nigeria [ezeuzomaka@yahoo.co.uk]

17  Sites, rights and ownership: archaeology in local communities.
Nigeria’s heritage managers must face the challenge of reaching out to the most numerous members of the Nigerian public: those who live in local communities in rural areas.  Most of the archaeological and cultural materials excavated or discovered in Nigeria are encountered in rural areas, which is where most of illegal excavations also take.  There are many cases of defacement and outright destruction of sites and monuments in local communities. Rural dwellers believe in their right of ownership to archaeological sites in their communities as well as the artefacts discovered.  They frown at taking away materials from their land to far away museums.  Landlords have refused “trespassers” on their property and have stopped excavations from taking place.  Although legislation protects archaeologists, sites and monuments, local communities operate laws, taboos and other means to keep out unwelcome visitors. Who has the rights of ownership of sites, artefacts and monuments? Compromise, dialogue and education could be the way forward. Archaeologists can encourage the local community to take more interest in archaeology. When convinced, they can monitor illegal excavations and stop the looting of antiquities. Excavations in local communities can be a positive factor for informal education. Local people can be empowered to create and maintain local museums. Community museums which have already been established in the country have helped to blend the activities of the indigenous peoples with relevant archaeological finds.  More of such museums could help bring archaeology home to local communities.
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FOGELMAN, Arianna, PhD student, Anthropology, Boston U, Boston MA, USA & Julio MERCADER, Assistant Professor, U Calgary, Calgary, Canada [ari1023@gmail.com]

17  (Stone) tools for development: making Stone Age archaeology matter

Archaeology is often irrelevant to the everyday lives of Africans. This is particularly true of Stone Age archaeology which has no golden ages and empires to reconstruct, no descendent populations with which to work, and uncovers artifacts that modern Africans, on many levels, do not relate to. Usually Stone Age archaeologists perceive few options for making a social contribution to the contemporary occupants of excavation sites and the African countries in which they work. We present our work to utilize the sub-discipline as a vehicle for building Mozambican capacity for Cultural Resource Management, and facilitating socio-economic development through job creation, tourism development, psychological empowerment, and the direct funding of development projects. 

FOLORUNSO, Caleb Adebayo, Archaeology and Anthropology, U. of Ibadan, Nigeria [cafoloso@pop.skannet.com] 

13  Revisiting Old Oyo: report on an interdisciplinary field study
The site of Old Oyo, an urban archaeological relic abandoned in the early part of the nineteenth century had witnessed several archaeological studies over the past half century. A research team under my leadership is now working again at the site. Why repeat what some other researchers had done in the past? This report gives an insight into what new techniques (GPS survey and soil phosphate survey) and environmental studies could add to our understanding of the urban layout. Excavations and new dates are also reported. 

FOWLER, Kent,  Asst-Prof., Anthropology, U. Manitoba, Canada [fowlerk@cc.umanitoba.ca] 

7  Feasting during the Early Iron Age in southeastern Africa 

The diacritical and economic aspects of feasting have been greatly emphasized in the anthropological literature. However, feasting may serve other roles, such as supporting solidarity within groups. In this presentation, evidence for the role of feasting in early farming societies of southeastern Africa is examined. It is suggested that, while feasting is present during the first millennium AD, aggrandizing behaviour did not form a significant part of the political-economy. Rather, it is argued that feasting promoted social solidarity during the period of settlement abandonment, fissioning, and expansion that define the terminal Early Iron Age in this region.
FREDRIKSEN, Per D.,  PhD candidate, Archaeology, U Bergen, Norway [per.fredriksen@ark.uib.no]

7  Pottery in household space
How may we understand changes to pottery in relation to significant changes in spatial arrangements of households? This is a key question central to the understanding of the Moloko pottery sequence, associated with Tswana-speaking people on the western Highveld, South Africa. Here pottery underwent significant changes during three settlement phases from the 15th to the 19th century AD. These spatial changes are linked to changes of political scale, from small and dispersed homesteads to large numbers of aggregated homesteads. This paper proposes a comparative approach to the problem by discussing the relevant ethnography and ethnoarchaeology of Tswana society in addition to considering aspects that have emerged from my ethnoarchaeological fieldwork undertaken among the Manyika Shona in Mozambique. It studies the relationships of potter and pottery to symbolic order and cosmology, the main objective being to address how organization of space relates to ceramic manipulation and changes in ceramic technology. This has implications for changes in social relationships, gender and bodily experience.

G

GALLAGHER, Daphne E., PhD cand., Anthropology, U Michigan, Ann Arbor MI, USA [degallagher1021@yahoo.com]

1  Changing landscapes: archaeological survey in southeastern Burkina Faso

This paper discusses early results from the Mahadaga Archaeological Survey, located in the region of the Gobnangou Escarpment in southeastern Burkina Faso. Results are based on two seasons (2004, 2006) of survey and test excavations designed to complement previous research in the region and further explore the long term trajectory of subsistence practices.  The survey area (50 km2) is based around a seasonal drainage, and includes sandstone cliffs, wooded savanna, and a seasonal floodplain.  Changing strategies involving complex economic mosaics are reflected in diverse uses of the landscape indicated by various site types, including open air lithic scatters, small tells, and more recent ephemeral village sites.  By exploring the mutual effects of subsistence and settlement, it is possible to approach a better understanding of the social dynamics involved in economic transformations.

GARCEA, Elena A., Researcher, Filologia e Storia, U Cassino, Italy [egarcea@fastwebnet.it]

4  Intrasite organization of structures and space at Sai Island, northern Sudan

Sai Island is located between the Second and the Third Cataracts of the river Nile in northern Sudan. Among numerous occupational periods, it exhibits several sites belonging to the Khartoum Variant, the latest semi-sedentary hunting-fishing-gathering cultural complex associated with pottery and grinding stones in northern Sudan. One of these sites (#8-B-10C) was recently chosen for extensive excavation. Excavations brought to light a series of hut floors, post holes, hearths, and other architectural features, some superimposed on others, indicating successive construction phases that document the progressive sedentarization of foraging communities. Intra-site spatial distribution analyses employed geostatistical tools to examine spatial patterns of abundance in the various areas of the site. The mapping procedure applied kriging (optimal prediction) interpolation between sampled points in order to make estimates of objective isopleths (lines drawn through points of equal value). The method and results will be described in the present paper.

GAVUA, Kodzo, Archaeology, University of Ghana, Legon, Ghana [kbgavua@nativeweb.net; kgavua@ug.edu.gh]

Plenary  Rethinking African archaeology from the inside out 

We African archaeologists working in Africa have achieved successes but the work of the majority, including those who have benefited from superior education and training, suffers from an absence of institutional (libraries, laboratories) and financial support, a lack of colleagues in related disciplines and suitable publication outlets. It is time for us to rethink and rework our relations with our masters, colleagues and students. Our politicians in particular, but also our universities, museums and antiquities services must be persuaded of the importance of our work for education and nation building. Our expatriate colleagues must contribute to development of archaeological infrastructure by maintaining over the long term the integrity of their collections and to the development of human resources in their host countries. We in turn must be alert to benefit from such collaborative enterprises. In addition, we must redesign our teaching to generate, where necessary with outside assistance, the full range of specialists in related disciplines, and we have to design and develop new ways of engaging our students and our publics through the web-based technologies that are now rapidly penetrating the continent and that can disseminate information and instruction at minimal cost. I am calling, in other words, for a thorough rethinking of the culture of archaeology in African life.

GINTER, Jaime K., PhD. cand, Anthropology, U Toronto, ON, Canada [jaime.ginter@utoronto.ca]

10  A craniometric investigation of the transition from hunting and gathering to pastoralism in the Eastern Cape region, South Africa: a case of migration or diffusion?

Most archaeologists agree on the timing of the arrival of pastoralism in southern South Africa, around 2000 BP, yet considerable uncertainty exists regarding the mechanisms responsible for the introduction of this new way of life – a migration of peoples or a diffusion of ideas.  The potential wealth of information that the skeletal remains of hunter-gatherers and probable pastoralists can add to this debate has not been fully explored. This study examines a suite of craniometric variables in conjunction with archaeological information in an attempt to distinguish hunter-gatherers from probable pastoralists.  The skeletal remains of 54 radiometrically dated Later Stone Age adults from the Eastern Cape region of South Africa, dating between 8000 BP and 400 BP, were examined and compared to a large sub-Saharan African sample representing a broad range of African morphological variation.  Previous craniometric studies by GP Rightmire and AJ Hausman have been unable to differentiate the remains of recent hunter-gatherers and pastoralists, but a craniometric study of archaeological remains with tight temporal control has not been undertaken for this region.  The results are far from conclusive and suggest that a complex set of factors surrounded the establishment of pastoralism in the Eastern Cape region of South Africa.

GOUEM GOUEM, Bienvenu, Ph.D. cand., Arts et Archéologie, U Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium [bienvenu_1969@hotmail.com]

10  Archéologie de la côte méridionale camerounaise. Premiers villages dans la Région du Bas-Nyong


Les recherches archéologiques que nous avons effectuées depuis juin 2001 le long du tracé du pipeline Tchad – Cameroun ont permis la mise au jour d'une importante quantité de sites dans la zone côtière méridionale du Cameroun. Généralement constitués de fosses, ces sites seraient le fait des premières populations villageoises qui sont apparues dans le sud forestier du Cameroun.  Les premières analyses ont porté sur la céramique et le matériel associé des sites de Bissiang et de Dombè, à une dizaine de kilomètres de l'océan atlantique. Ces derniers sont les plus anciens sites à fosses que l’on connaisse sur toute la zone côtière du Cameroun, avec des datations comprises entre 1000 et 500 BC. Par ailleurs, les fourneaux du site de Makouré datés de 200 BC, représentent actuellement les premières et les plus anciennes preuves de production de fer jamais trouvées sur la côte camerounaise. Ces résultats apportent des éléments importants pour la compréhension du processus de peuplement ancien de la moitié sud du Cameroun, et même de l'ensemble de l'Afrique Centrale forestière.

GREENFIELD, Haskel, Prof., Anthropology, U Manitoba, Winnipeg MN, Canada [greenf@cc.UManitoba.ca]

7  Colonization, growth, and abandonment of an EIA community: Ndondondwane, South Africa
Very few excavations in southern Africa have been able to monitor the evolution of an individual EIA settlement. Most have assumed that all features and activity areas are relatively contemporary. Recent excavations at Ndondondwane, the type site for the middle part of the EIA of KwaZulu-Natal (South Africa), demonstrate the evolution of a settlement from initial colonization through growth to abandonment. A combination of intensive site survey, large-scale excavation, detailed spatial analysis, and absolute and relative dating techniques are employed in documentation of these phases. The results demonstrate that features and activity areas cannot be treated as single phase temporal components. Instead, they can be used to document the evolution of an individual settlement over time and space. This has implications for the use of such data for testing ethnographic models of behaviour, such as the Central Cattle Pattern.

GRONENBORN, Detlef1, Karim Sadr 2, François BON3  & François-Xavier 

FAUVELLE-AYMAR 4 [gronenborn@rgzm.de]

1 Curator/Adjunct Senior Lecturer, Römisch-Germanisches Zentralmuseum, Johannes Gutenberg U, Mainz, Germany; 2 Senior Lecturer, School of Geography, Archaeology and Environmental Studies, U Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, S. Africa; 3 Senior Lecturer, Archaeology, Union Toulousaine d'Archéologie et d'Histoire, U Toulouse-le-Mirail, France; 4 Senior Researcher, History, Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (France) and French Institute of South Africa, Johannesburg, S. Africa.

10 Transitions in the void: the spread of pastoralism to southern Africa and temperate Europe

Pastoralism is a subsistence strategy associated with the spread of "Neolithic" societies throughout Afroeurasia. It has been studied intensively both in Early Neolithic Europe and in Southern Africa. The latter region has notable advantages as far as the methodology is concerned in that pastoral societies survived right up to the European conquest. Hence written and pictorial evidence is available. We compare methodological and theoretical approaches to the study of early pastoralism in temperate Europe and southern Africa, drawing on evidence from a recent survey on Vreedenbrug Eiland near Kasteelberg in the Western Cape, South Africa, where in the course of a combined historical/archaeological project funded by the Institut Français d'Afrique du Sud (IFAS), a site was discovered that revealed patterns indicating it was a repeatedly visited pastoralist camp utilized during the later prehistoric/early historic period. 

H

HAALAND, Randi, Professor, Archaeology, U Bergen, Norway [randi.haland@sfu.uib.no]

5  Meroitic iron working, politics and ritual

Meroe has been referred to as the Birmingham of Africa because of its enormous slag mounds. I discuss the importance of iron production for the Kushitic rulers at Meroe. Iron seems to have been introduced in the 6th century BC.  However the main part of iron smelting seems to have taken place late in the Meroitic period, from the first century AD up to the collapse of the Meroitic kingdom ca 350 AD. Iron production appears to have been of vital importance for the Kushite rulers. I have in my earlier work argued for centralised political control of iron production at Meroe and in this paper focus on the important role of temples in this connection. Two factors are relevant to the present discussion: first, the role of temples in maintaining centralised control of the production and thus of the system of redistribution, and secondly the ritual role of temples in production. My interpretation is supported by the building at Meroe of a 3rd century temple on top of a slag mound. The temple is dedicated to the Meroitic lion god Apedemak. The iconography and archaeological material show the importance of Apedemak as the god of war, and the weapons associated with this god are first and foremost the bow and arrow but also the spear and sword. I hypothesise that the Lion temple was also important in the initiation of the King and legitimation of his new identity.

HAOUR, Anne C., Research Fellow, British Academy and Lecturer, Archaeology, U Newcastle, Newcastle, UK, & GADO, Boubé, Prof. Institut de Recherches en Sciences Humaines/ U Abdou Moumouni, Niamey, Niger [Anne.Haour@newcastle.ac.uk]

5  Capitals of the medieval Sahel: the case of Garumele, Niger (the 2005 season)

The abandoned settlement of Garumele, Niger, has often been described, most notably in 1962 by Bivar and Shinnie in the Journal of African History; it features an outer enclosure some three kilometres long and a series of fired brick foundations. Oral tradition claims Garumele was the main assembly point for the Kanem-Borno rulers after their exile to the western side of Lake Chad; the site would therefore appear to be related to one of the most enduring and well-known polities of West Africa. Yet it had never been investigated archaeologically. This paper outlines a September 2005 archaeological investigation, involving test pitting and survey, carried out at the site by Anne Haour and Boube Gado. Results are still preliminary, and will be complemented by broader reflections on the general nature of Sahelian walled settlements.

HARRINGTON, Lesley, PhD cand., Anthropology, U Toronto, ON, Canada [l.harrington@utoronto.ca]

4  Reconstructing patterns of physical activity from the skeletal morphology of juvenile Later Stone Age hunter-gatherers

Variation in skeletal shape and size has been linked to levels of individual physical activity, among other factors, as cortical bone develops in response to mechanical strain.  Clinically-driven research seeking to mitigate osteoporosis risk has demonstrated that the crucial window for accruing bone mass occurs around puberty.  As such, the morphology of the adult skeleton is, in part, a product of physical activity levels during childhood.  This paper examines how analysis of biomechanical properties of long bones may be used to reconstruct patterns of prehistoric subsistence behaviours.  My study of approximately 66 juvenile Later Stone Age hunter-gather skeletons recovered from the Cape region of present-day South Africa, attempts to integrate skeletal biology with ethnographic and archaeological descriptions of Khoesan-speaking peoples.  I will outline a conceptual framework for this approach and present preliminary results about the timing and nature of physical activity patterns in Later Stone Age hunter-gatherer children.

Harrower, Michael J., Part-time Faculty, Anthropology, Wayne State U, Detroit, MI, USA and Catherine D'Andrea, Assoc. Prof., Archaeology, Simon Fraser U, Burnaby, BC, Canada [harrower.1@osu.edu]

1  Circum-Red Sea farming: a preliminary comparison of ancient agricultural landuse and irrigation in East Africa and Southwest Arabia


While they are less than 30 kilometers apart, the timing and nature of transitions to agriculture in East Africa and Southwest Arabia vary dramatically. What factors explain why peoples of East Africa and Southwest Arabia adopted (or chose not to adopt) local and/or foreign plant and animal domesticates?  Based in part on results of recent Geographic Information Systems (GIS) mapping for archaeological surveys in Ethiopia and Yemen, this paper considers the influences of landscape-scale climatic, demographic, and sociocultural changes.  As ongoing research clarifies chronologies, inter-regional comparisons of land and water-use (and continued dialogue among researchers working on both sides of the Red Sea) offer promising avenues toward more detailed explanations of ancient circum-Red Sea farming. 

HENSHILWOOD, Christopher, Prof., Centre for Development Studies, U Bergen, Norway [chris@blomboscave.co.za]

9  The origins of modern human behaviour: evidence from the southern African Middle Stone Age


Excavations at a number of Middle Stone Age sites in Africa over the past few years have produced crucial evidence that strongly points to Africa as the place where modern human behaviour evolved.  In southern Africa two periods are of particular importance in testing this model, namely the ca 65 ka Howiesons Poort and the ca 75 ka Still Bay. Klasies River, Diepkloof, Peers Cave and Blombos Cave are some of the well known sites that contain deposits dating to these time periods. Evidence from these sites – for example at Blombos Cave, marine shell beads, engraved ochre, the regular manufacture and use of bone tools and finely made bifacial points, and the probable ability to fish – suggests levels of cognitive behaviour not previously associated with Middle Stone Age people.   A key question is why the innovations that are thought to define modern symbolically driven behaviour are first apparent at some MSA sites in southern  Africa and yet seem absent at others. One answer is that culture complexity and innovation is a heuristic strategy. Ongoing excavations at MSA sites in southern and eastern Africa is providing vital information for understanding the development of fully modern human behaviour during the Late Pleistocene in Africa, and its possible spread to the rest of the Old World. 

HUYSECOM, Eric, Maître d'enseignement et de recherche, Anthropologie et Écologie, U Genève, Switzerland [eric.huysecom@anthro.unige.ch]
Plenary  Reconstructing the African Past: from interdisciplinary research to multimedia 

Until recently, the reconstruction of the history of Africa was conducted largely by researchers devoting their careers to a narrow theme and following a particular trajectory, one primarily concerned with communication of results to the scholarly community. But times have changed. Today, tackling Africa's past almost inevitably imposes on scholars the obligation to cast their research in terms of larger problems, and to work in collaboration, often with colleagues from other disciplines who speak different jargons. For many reasons, archaeologists see themselves as constrained at one and the same time to publish their work in specialized journals with an international readership and to make their results available to a broader public, under pain of being sanctioned by the populations and authorities in the countries where they work and by the taxpayers and granting agencies in the countries from which they come. This new state of affairs has brought about major modifications in how scholarly questions are posed, in field work, in policies on the diffusion of results, and in inter-institutional relations. This presentation explores the advantages and disadvantages of this evolution in the light of concrete examples and considers the different possibilities that currently present themselves for responding to multiple expectations.

I

Insoll, Timothy, Professor, U Manchester, Manchester, England [tim.insoll@manchester.ac.uk]

1  The archaeology of shrines, materiality, and 'nature' amongst the Tallensi, Tongo Hills, northern Ghana

Starting in 2004 excavations and surveys have been undertaken in the Tongo Hills, an area of Northern Ghana inhabited by the Tallensi ethnic group. Although comparatively well-studied by the anthropologist Meyer Fortes, the archaeology of the Tallensi had been previously neglected. The aims of the current project are various and seek to examine the materiality of Tallensi religion, as well as the archaeological 'signatures' of often mis-used terms such as 'totemism' and animism'. This has been achieved through mapping and surveying the pre-eminent Tallensi shrines of Bonaab, Tonna'ab, and Nyoo, the latter also the focus of excavation. The preliminary results of this research; archaeological, ethnographic, and ethnobotanical, will be described, and briefly contextualised with reference to wider themes of resonance within prehistory such as shrine franchising and the division of 'natural' and 'cultural' landscapes.

J

JESSE, Friederike & Nadja POELLATH, Scientific members, ACACIA project, U Köln, Germany [friederike.jesse@uni-koeln.de]

Poster  Cattle in the Wadi Howar region, northern Sudan

In the Wadi Howar region, the shift from a foraging to a food producing way of life is sudden and complete: at the end of the 5th millennium BC cattle appear in the region. Transitory inventories are not known. Cattle herding played an important role in subsistence from that time on. Even with more arid climatic conditions from the 3rd millennium BC onwards, cattle remained the most important domestic animal. Proof is provided by a multitude of new data gained during the fieldwork of the ACACIA project from 1995 onwards. It remains uncertain whether cattle were introduced to the Wadi Howar and adjacent areas from the Sudanese Nile Valley or the Egyptian western desert.

JUWAYEYI, Yusuf M., Asst Prof., Anthropology, Long Island U, Brooklyn NY, USA [yusuf.juwayeyi@liu.edu] 

Poster  Social stratification in the southern Lake Malawi area during the proto-historic period: evidence from burial sites


Iron Age research in the southern Lake Malawi area has concentrated on describing pottery and other Iron Age artifacts. This has led to the establishment of an Iron Age pottery sequence that is confirmed by carbon-14 dates. The present research attempts to do something different. Following re-examination of material and data from two major archaeological sites in the area, I reconstruct socio-economic and cultural dynamics that suggest the existence of an affluent society with observable social distinctions. Geography, the presence of abundant natural resources, and the creativity of the people themselves were responsible for the emergence of such a society whose descendants continue to flourish to this day.

K

Kahlheber, Stefanie, Research Asst., African Archaeobotany, J.W.Goethe-U Frankfurt, Frankfurt, Germany [kahlheber@em.uni-frankfurt.de]

6  Archaeobotanical news from the Cameroonian rainforest

During excavations in southern Cameroon in winter 2004/2005 an interdisciplinary research team from Tübingen, Frankfurt and Yaoundé recovered rich archaeological assemblages that provide new information on agriculture and land use around 2400-2200 and 1700 BP. Macrobotanical findings indicate that, besides using fruits and seeds of wild or semi-domesticated woody plants, People were cultivating cereals and pulses. This contradicts the general assumption of a tuber cropping and possibly banana-based rainforest agriculture. The presence of Pennisetum glaucum and Vigna subterranea, both originating from more northern regions, supports migration theories hypothesising a human colonization of the rainforest belt from the West African savanna regions. 

Karega-Munene, Assoc. Prof., United States International U, Nairobi, Kenya [kmunene@usiu.ac.ke]

17  From House of the Dead to House of the Living: making museum exhibits relevant to the general public in the 21st century 

The perception by the general Kenyan public that the country’s National Museums are more concerned with “the dead” than with “the living” continues to contribute to a declining number of visitors to the institution’s main and regional museums. This impacts negatively on revenue generation and on the institution’s ability to disseminate research findings to the general public. I explore ways in which this trend can be reversed. The starting point should be the enlivening of the institution’s unique archaeological and paleontological exhibits through replacement of panels depicting human or cultural evolution as isolated phenomena with interactive exhibits set in appropriate ecological contexts through time and space. The themes explored through such exhibits should be linked with pressing contemporary issues such as modern technology, conservation, pollution and sustainable use of natural resources. Equally helpful would be provision of space for temporary exhibits on contemporary issues like the promotion of cross-cultural understanding, participatory and sustainable democratic governance, and the United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals, aimed at halving poverty in the developing world by AD 2015. Concerted efforts in this direction will help Kenyan museums to shed the tag of “houses of the dead”.

Keding, Birgit, Researcher, ACACIA, U Köln, Köln, Germany [mueller-keding@t-online.de]

10  Pots, points and pastoralism - the puzzle of the Neolithic - Iron Age transition in the Ennedi Mountains, northeastern Chad. First results of the field campaigns 2004/2005. 

In 2004, the Cologne University Interdisciplinary Research Centre ACACIA started fieldwork in the archaeologically unexplored eastern part of the Ennedi Mountains. It focuses on the understanding of the cultural patterns and ecological conditions at the end of the Neolithic period and the process of transition to the local Iron Age. It concentrates on the following points: determination of absolute dates for cultural developments; the question whether the transition to the Iron Age occurred during a time of climatically induced cultural crisis; and investigation of the potential role of the Wadi Howar as a natural communication route between the Ennedi Mountains and the Nile Valley during the Holocene. First results 

· confirm an occupation sequence from the time of the Dotted Wavy-Line pottery until today;

· indicate that iron objects were not in use before 0 AD; however, the timing of the adoption of metallurgy is still unknown;

· point to close relationships with the Wadi Howar region during the Neolithic phases and subsequently to an increasing extent with the Borkou/Djourab region in the west.

Kessy, Emanuel, Archaeology Unit, University of Dar-es-Salaam [etkessy@alumni.sfu.ca]

10  The relationship between the Later Stone Age and Iron Age of Central Tanzania

Many scholars have postulated that the spread of Iron Age (IA) Bantu cultures south of the Sahara was associated with the displacement or absorption of Later Stone Age (LSA) autochthonous populations.  The IA Bantu cultures are suggested to have practiced agro-pastoralism and metal-working while LSA groups were hunter-gatherers.  Recently however some scholars have raised questions about the general applicability of the displacement/absorption models to explain cultural developments in sub-Saharan Africa.  Research results from Pahi-Kondoa in central Tanzania indicate that LSA populations were neither displaced nor absorbed by incoming IA peoples but incorporated IA elements into their LSA traditions. This had occurred by 1030±40 BP after which LSA and IA cultural elements continued side by side into recent times when LSA lithic technology was abandoned altogether.

Kimura, Birgitta K., Post-doc. fellow, Anthropology, U Florida, Gainesville FL, USA [bkimura@ufl.edu] 

12  Knapped glass tools from an excavation in Konso, Southern Ethiopia
Glass has been used as a raw material for knapped tools in many areas of the world, but there are few published studies. In general, the tools appear to resemble the lithic tools previously made in the area. In Konso, hide workers still manufacture scrapers from lithics and glass, and this area thus gives an opportunity to study the appearance of glass as a source for tools. I present an analysis of glass scrapers, expedient tools and flakes from a small scale excavation in Konso. The focus is on the characteristics of the glass tools, but similarities and differences with glass tools from other areas are explored.  

Kleindienst, Maxine R. 1, M.M.A. McDonald 2, M.F. Wiseman 3, A.L. Hawkins 4, J.R. Smith 5, J.M. Kieniewicz 6, & K.A. Adelsberger 6 [maxine.kleindiens@utoronto.ca]

1 Prof. Emerita, Anthropology, U. Toronto; Toronto ON, Canada; 2 Assoc. Prof., Archaeology, U. Calgary; Calgary AB, Canada; 3 Asst. Prof. (retd), Anthropology, U. Toronto; 4 Asst. Prof., Anthropology, Laurentian U., Sudbury ON, Canada; 5 Asst. Prof., Earth and Planetary Sciences, Washington U., St. Louis MO, USA; 6 PhD cand., Washington U.

9  Walking in the footsteps of Gertrude Caton-Thompson and Eleanor W. Gardner
Beginning in 1987, members of the Dakhleh Oasis Project and more recently, the Kharga Oasis Prehistoric Project, have relocated many of the loci originally published by Gertrude Caton-Thompson and Eleanor W. Gardner from their pioneering Pleistocene geoarchaeological research in Kharga  Oasis during the 1930s.  Here we honour their fundamental work by illustrating the current condition of these loci, and giving results of detailed modern geochronological work.  We also present some of the recent findings from an area they were not able to survey, the Wadi el-Midauwara.

KWEKASON, Amandus P. National Museum of Tanzania, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania [kwekason@yahoo.co.uk]

2  The Holocene cultural sequence in southeast Tanzania: new evidence on pre-iron working settlements
Lack of sufficient data and inadequate research efforts have led to a poor understanding of the archaeology and hence the prehistory of southern Tanzania. Not much is known about important early human evolutionary and cultural transitions in this area, including the changeover from LSA hunting and gathering to food production. My recent survey work towards the southern coast and hinterlands of Tanzania has discovered evidence suggesting pre-Iron or Neolithic related pottery producing cultures in these areas. Similarly, new excavations at Kilwa and Zanzibar undertaken by the African Archaeological Network project have revealed coastal occupations that date long before beginning of the Christian era. The new finds suggest, even if they do not as yet fully demonstrate, continuous occupation since the Stone Age even in the allegedly remote lands of southeastern Tanzania.
L

Linseele, Veerle, Postdoc. Fellow, Centre for Archaeological Sciences, Katholieke U Leuven, Belgium [veerle.linseele@africamuseum.be]

11  The origins of nomadic pastoralism in West Africa

In discussions on early food production in Africa, one major difference with the Near East is always emphasised: the appearance of domestic animals before agriculture. Moreover, while nomadic pastoral communities only developed in the Near East after the emergence of settled agriculturalists, archaeological remains from the African Sahara have been interpreted as evidence for the opposite process. However, from the study of West African archaeological sites, and particularly animal bone remains, this paper argues that specialised pastoral nomads could only emerge thanks to the appearance of fully sedentised agricultural communities in the area, around the beginning of our era. The prerequisites for the beginning of specialised nomadic pastoralism might therefore have been similar to those in the Near East. These findings also raise questions on the nature of early pastoral nomadic groups inhabiting the Sahara. One of the major issues clouding this kind of discussions are the different meanings given to the term “pastoralism.” Propositions for a more uniform terminology are therefore given.

Logan, Amanda L., MA cand., Anthropology, U Missouri, Columbia MO, USA and D.J. Watson, Researcher, Glasgow, Scotland [allogan@alumni.sfu.ca]

6  The role of oil palm in Kintampo subsistence

This study reports on the analysis of macrobotanical remains recovered at three of the B-site rock shelters (B4C, B5C, B6B) in central Ghana.  The overall aims are to further our understanding of the role of oil palm in Kintampo subsistence and to address some outstanding issues relating to the relationship between oil palm, humans, and landscape change on a wider scale.  Although palynological evidence indicates a substantial rise in oil palm pollen during the Late Holocene, various interpretations of this increase have been proposed.  To date, sampling and analysis of macrobotanical remains have not been designed to investigate the nature of prehistoric oil palm use.  We argue that simple archaeobotanical quantification methods indicate that oil palm utilization during Kintampo occupations of loci B4C, B5C, and B6B was significant. Prolonged and intensive use of this species suggests specialized knowledge of arboriculture. As such, humans should not be ruled out as contributing to Late Holocene landscape change in West Africa. 

Lombard, Marlize, Research Archaeologist/Senior Curator, Natal Museum [mlombard@nmsa.org.za]

12  Broken stones breaking ground: comparable data on human hunting behaviour based on macro-fracture analysis
In 1984 Fisher, Vemming Hansen and Rasmussen published what they considered to be diagnostic impact fractures on spear- and arrow-tips resulting from hunting activities. Their original stringent approach was not always followed in subsequent work carried out in Europe and America. Our experiments were conducted to verify their results on local (South African) raw materials, and I started a macro-fracture database that allows for results to be compared with that of the published Eurasian sites. This was done mainly to facilitate the interpretation of Middle Stone Age tools (ca 80-50,000 years old) from Klasies River Cave 2, Sibudu Cave and Umhlatuzana Rock Shelter. However, the method also proved useful in the current hunter-herder debate on socio-economic behaviour over the last 2000 years in southern Africa. Results of these analyses are presented in an effort to promote the method as a way to generate comparable data that can be used to inform on past hunting behaviour. 

LYONS, Diane, Asst Prof., Archaeology, U Calgary, Canada [dlyons@ucalgary.ca]

15  Cuisine and ethnic identity:  an example from eastern Tigrai, Ethiopia

Researchers have paid little attention to the history of African cuisines even though cookery is widely linked to cultural identities and social differences.  Food processing technologies are an enduring material component of specific cuisines and provide a means of tracking culinary histories.  This ethnoarchaeological study of food processing technologies in eastern Tigrai, highland Ethiopia, reports on a unique way of roasting barley in hot sand on a thin griddle in order to prepare regional dishes. These practices share similarities but are distinct from those previously reported from southern Tigrai.  It is suggested that specific culinary practices and their technologies are important material nuances that may help in identifying ethnic and intra-ethnic diversity in the highlands.  The study is particularly relevant to archaeologists interested in the social context of the Aksumite state and tracking the cultural history of this complex region.  The approach advocated here may help to elucidate differences in the material culture of Aksum’s western and eastern regions, especially the pottery, that have been remarked upon but never satisfactorily explained.
M

McBrearty, Sally, Prof.,  Anthropology, U Connecticut, Storrs CT, USA [smacbee@yahoo.com]

9  First fossil chimpanzee
Hominin fossils number in the thousands of specimens, but no fossil of the chimpanzee (Pan), humans’ closest relative, had been reported prior to the discovery discussed here.  Because living chimpanzee populations inhabit wooded West and Central Africa, while many fossil hominin sites occur in the semiarid East African Rift Valley, biogeographic separation has been invoked as the cause for the divergence of the human and chimpanzee lineages, and for the origin of bipedalism. The Rift Valley itself was seen as an obstacle to chimpanzee occupation in some scenarios. The discovery of chimpanzee fossils in the Kapthurin Formation, Kenya, demonstrates that Pan was present in the East African Rift Valley during the Middle Pleistocene, where it was contemporary with Homo, which is represented not only by fossils but also by abundant Acheulian and Middle Stone Age artifacts.  This discovery raises the possibility that chimpanzees remain to be recognized in other portions of the fossil record, and that chimpanzees and hominins have been sympatric since the time of their divergence.

McDonald, Mary M.A., Assoc. Prof., Archaeology, U. Calgary; Calgary AB, Canada [mmcdona@ucalgary.ca]

8  Kharga Oasis, Egypt: key to timing trans-desert contacts in the mid-Holocene
We have long known, through shared artifact traits, of ties across the desert from the Nile Valley to the west and southwest during the relatively humid early to mid-Holocene.  What remains unclear is the exact timing for such links, and the nature of the entities involved in both the Nile Valley and the desert.  Now a team from Yale, surveying the desert west of Thebes, has provided a benchmark by demonstrating close ties between Upper Egypt and Kharga Oasis starting in Badarian times.  Meanwhile, after 25 years of fieldwork in Dakhleh Oasis, we have a firm sequence for post-Pleistocene developments in this part of the Eastern Sahara, including a wealth of information on subsistence and on the nature of social groups.  Our recent work in Kharga Oasis now shows that the two oases were very closely related, indeed a single cultural entity, through much of the early to mid-Holocene.  Hence, linking the sequences from the Valley and the oases, we can more precisely correlate such developments as the influx of Khartoum-related pottery from the south, the switch to nomadic pastoralism around the oases, and the early stages of the development of complexity in Egypt.

MacEachern, Scott, Assoc. Prof., Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Bowdoin College, Portland MN, USA [smaceach@bowdoin.edu]

15  Where in Africa does Africa start? Archaeology, biology and African Studies across the Sahara
For the most part, the boundaries of African Studies remain comfortably fixed at the shores of the continent, with periodic excursions into Diasporic communities across the seas. The northern limits of this enquiry into ‘Africa’ as a cultural/historical subject are, however, much more vaguely located, variably placed between the Mediterranean coast and the southern margins of the Sahara when they are thought of at all. Africanists thus cede most of this area to anthropologists of ‘the Mediterranean’, classicists and/or specialists in Middle Eastern or Islamic Studies. This imprecision in the northern frontiers of ‘Africa’ is closely related to traditional conceptions of race on the continent, and especially of a distinction between ‘Negroid’ and ‘Caucasoid’ peoples and histories. This paper will examine some historical and biological data on population affinities in this region, and their implications for traditional definitions of race – and of an ‘Africanist’ archaeology – on the continent. 

Madiquida, Hilário, Professor, Archaeology and Anthropology, U Eduardo Mondlane, Maputo, Mozambique [madiquida@yahoo.co.uk]

7  Iron Age communities in the Zambezi River Basin: excavations in Mozambique
The 2650-kilometer Zambezi River cuts across five African countries, stretching from Angola on Africa’s west coast to Mozambique on the east.  Archaeological excavations of the river basin’s important empires, such as the Mutapa State and Great Zimbabwe, have revealed that the Zambezi has long supported hunting, farming and fishing, and for centuries served as a main trade and communication route linking interior zones of Africa with the coast. The coastal trade points along the lower parts of the Zambezi, however, have until now not been integrated into this regional picture.  I deliver the results of my excavations at Iron Age sites at Chinde, Marromeu and Sena. This research is fundamental to developing a regional approach to southern African archaeology, determining the origins of farming in the river basin, integrating the archaeology of kingdom centers and trade points, and recognizing the breadth of pre-European African trade routes.

Magnavita, Carlos, Wiss. Mitarbeiter, and Peter Breunig, Prof., Seminar für Vor- und Frühgeschichte, Johann Wolfgang Goethe-U, Frankfurt [magnavita@em.uni-frankfurt.de]

5  Mid-first millennium BC fortified settlements near Lake Chad, Nigeria 

Investigations carried out at Lake Chad in the last couple of years have revealed that some final LSA settlements were very probably fortified. Relying on data obtained by ground-based remote sensing and archaeological excavations, we present the evidence that supports this conclusion and underline the general need for modern survey methods in African archaeological field research.

Magnavita, Sonja, , Wiss. Mitarbeiter, Seminar für Vor- und Frühgeschichte, Johann Wolfgang Goethe-U, Frankfurt  [magnavita@em.uni-frankfurt.de]

2  Contacts between the Niger Bend region and the wider world since Late Roman times: the evidence from Kissi, Burkina Faso

The Iron Age sites of Kissi, Burkina Faso, located close to the eastern Niger Bend with its important trade centers of the early 2nd millennium AD, bear evidence for trans-Saharan contacts as early as the 3rd-4th century AD. Exotic goods such as cowries from the Indian Ocean, glass beads from the Middle or farther East, brass jewellery from North Africa or even beyond found their way into the West African Sahel before Arab traders started to connect their world with the lands south of the Sahara. By means of this evidence, the old myth of contacts between the Classical World and West Africa in (Late) Roman times gains new impetus. 

Mayor, Anne, Collaboratrice scientifique MAESAO, Anthropologie et d'écologie, U Genève, Switzerland [anne.mayor@anthro.unige.ch]

8  Intégrer les données ethnoarchéologiques, historiques et archéologiques: vers une histoire des traditions céramiques dans la Boucle du Niger / Integrating ethnoarchaeological, historical and archaeological data: towards a history of pottery traditions in the Niger Bend
A partir d’une démarche actualiste intégrant des données ethnographiques, historiques et archéologiques concernant les techniques de façonnage et de décoration des céramiques, nous proposons un modèle d’évolution des traditions céramiques dans la Boucle du Niger, en relation avec la dynamique du peuplement de plusieurs entités ethno-linguistiques distinctes. Cette approche apporte un éclairage nouveau sur l’histoire des techniques et des cultures dans cette région. An actualistic perspective, which integrates ethnographical, historical and archaeological data about techniques of forming and decorating ceramics, allows us to propose a model of the evolution of the ceramic traditions in the Niger Bend. This relates the ceramic data to the population dynamics of several distinct ethno-linguistic groups. This approach sheds new light on the recent history of techniques and cultures in that area.

McIntosh, Susan, Prof., Anthropology, Rice U, Houston TX, USA [skmc@rice.edu]

Plenary   Open access for all: is it time to change the way we publish and teach African archaeology? 


This paper considers the current situation of scholarly and textbook publication in African archaeology, in which books are costly and their distribution within Africa unacceptably limited.  As an alternative, the development of an open-access, online repository of scholarly knowledge is proposed that can make high-quality teaching materials available to all.  I discuss Rice University’s Connexions Project, the world’s fastest-growing open-access knowledge repository, as a model.  Connexions  provides free software allowing individuals to publish in the repository under an open license.  This material can be peer-reviewed, and re-used, revised, or recombined to create customized courses and textbooks.  Such a repository, representing the contributions of many individuals throughout the Africanist archaeology community, would permit a more multi-vocal approach by assuring that the entire community can access and publish high quality teaching materials.  Is it perhaps time to consider a radically different way of creating, distributing and using knowledge in the teaching of African archaeology?

Mehari, Asmeret Ghebreigziabiher, PhD cand., Anthropology, U Florida, Gainsville Fl, USA, and National Museum of Eritrea [asmie@ufl.edu]

3  Ceramic analysis of Sembel site and future ethnoarchaeological research in Eritrea

I present ceramics analyses of the Sembel site, near Asmara, Eritrea, and discuss its linkages to ethnoarchaeological research of material culture in Eritrea. Located on the southwestern edge of Asmara, Sembel is the first Pre-Aksumite site excavated since Matara (1959-65); it is C14 dated from 800 BC to 400 BC. The core of the site covers an area of 4 hectares, but only a very small portion of it has been excavated: 9.5 meters by 6 meters. The excavated area has revealed three rectangular spaces, including two rooms. Here I examine the 7246 potsherds recovered from these two rooms. Six different wares are recognized, based on surface treatments. In addition, I have compared the vertical distribution of these results with other materials recovered from the site such as plant and animal remains, architectural rubble, and grinding stones. This provides important insights into the occupational history of the site, revealing that there was a time (approx. 600 BC) when it was not occupied. Finally, soot analysis shows that some wares show evidence of direct contact with fire. The specific functions of three wares with soot remain unanswered, leading me to initiate ethnoarchaeological research on ceramics and other material culture in the region in order to build understandings of possible functional attributes. 

MEISTER, Conny, PhD cand., and Manfred K. H. EGGERT, Prof., Archaeology, U Tübingen, Germany [conny.meister@uni-tuebingen.de]

6  Pits, graves, environment and beyond: new fieldwork in southern Cameroun

Since 2003 a joint research project of the universities of Frankfurt and Tübingen (Germany) has been exploring the changing interrelationship of environment and culture in the forest-savanna regions of West and Central Africa. This paper provides the first archaeological results of a four months field season in 2004/2005 and a two months field season in 2006 in the rainforest of southern Cameroun.

Excavations concentrated on Bwambe-Sommet near Kribi on the Atlanctic coast and at Akonetyé, Minyin and Abang-Minko’o, located in the vicinity of Ambam near the border with Equatorial Guinea and Congo-Brazzaville. At these sites a number of rather deep pit structures with large amounts of ceramics were dug. In addition, at Akonetyé two graves with rich ceramic and iron offerings were excavated. Judged on the basis of decoration and form of the pottery as well as 14C-dates they seem to be the oldest graves with iron objects yet known in Central Africa. Further iron artefacts and residues of iron production were found at Minyin. The archaeobotanist member of our mission recovered a large body of archaeobotanical material from the structures excavated. While still in the field it was clear that endocarps of oil palm (Elaeis guineensis) and Canarium schweinfurthii were among the macrobotanical evidence secured from the structures excavated.

MERCADER, Julio, Asst Prof., Archaeology, U Calgary, AB, Canada [mercader@ucalgary.ca]

Plenary  Myths and methodologies in rain forest archaeology

This paper discusses the mythology that until very recently has prevented systematic archaeological research from being carried out in the tropical rain forest regions of Africa, and the implications of recent research for the understanding of African prehistory from human origins to complex societies. Aspects to be reviewed include the notion of “pristine” rainforests, savanna encroachment during the Ice Age, the nature of the rainforest archaeological record (and whether humans are the only ones to leave an archaeological record behind), the feasibility of hunter-gatherer occupation by hunting-gathering alone; intensification; and social complexity in forest environments. New methodological trends in rainforest archaeology on a global basis are also outlined.

Mezop Temgoua, Alice, PhD cand., U Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium [mezop@yahoo.com]

13 Koma Gimbe and Koma Kompana of the Faro region (North-Cameroon): an ethnohistorical and archaeological study 


Recent researches on the history of settlement in the Faro region of the Benue basin have led to new interpretations of the histories of the Koma and of the Samba and Bata, and also to the development of the first typologies of Koma sites and archaeological materials. The results obtained challenge the widespread view that the montagnards were forced to move to higher ground under pressure from the Fulbe. My paper provides the first systematic analysis of ancient Koma villages. Use of chronological, linguistic and historical data has permitted reclassification of local ceramic traditions in the context of a historical background that is becoming better known. Lastly, this research has enabled the clarification of the movements of the Koma Gimbe and Koma Kompana, bringing out the various networks of social interactions and cultural borrowings amongst them as well as between them and neighbouring communities. In a region where ethnographic studies did not incorporate archaeology, these preliminary findings encourage us to continue with more survey work and to excavate the most promising sites. 

Minichillo, Tom, PhD, Anthropology, U Washington, Seattle WA, USA [tom.minichillo@hotmail.com]
9  Models for an African origin of our species: where are we?

There is widespread acceptance in the paleoanthropological community and among Africanist archaeologists working on the Middle Stone Age that we are an African species. That is, the earliest physical examples of Homo sapiens are from sub-Saharan Africa at nearly 200,000 years ago, a view supported by multiple genetic studies. It is also widely accepted that behavioral modernity arose in Africa sometime prior to our exodus from that continent. Increasingly, the debate over our origins revolves around the timing and nature of our behavioral development. As recently presented by McBrearty and Brooks, the preponderance of archaeological evidence argues against a late development of behavioral modernity. This paper continues in that vein, evaluating more recent archaeological evidence in terms of its fit into existing explanatory models of our origins. I find that one of the most widely repeated explanations for modern human origins, the Late Upper Pleistocene Model, is the poorest fit for the current evidence.

Mitchell, Peter, Lecturer in African Prehistory, U Oxford, Oxford, England [peter.mitchell@st-hughs.oxford.ac.uk]
4  Spatial patterning at a repeatedly occupied hunter-gatherer campsite in Lesotho's highlands


This paper reports further on the open-air hunter-gatherer campsite of Likoaeng in highland Lesotho. Excavations uncovered evidence of multiple superimposed occupations of this location close to the Senqu (Orange) River dating between approximately 800 CAL AD and 1000 CAL BC. Most were rapidly covered by fine-grained river- and/or wind-deposited sediments, preserving features, fauna and artefacts with little post-depositional disturbance. The preservation of bone, in particular, is superb. As a result of this high quality of preservation and resolution and because of the large extent of the excavations in these upper layers, it is possible to examine trends in the spatial patterning of features, artefacts and fauna to explore how people organised their use of space at the Likoaeng site. This paper compares the spatial organisation evident across three successive occupations dating from the first century CAL BC to third century CAL AD, and relates the patterning observed to ethnographic observations of campsite structure among recent Kalahari Bushman hunter-gatherers. The role of physical features of the site in structuring the use of space is stressed and suggestions made as to the relative locations of sleeping, eating, food-preparation and tool-making activities. 

MOSOTHWANE, Morongwa N., PhD cand., Archaeology, U Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, S. Africa [morongwa@hotmail.com; mosothwanem@science.pg.wits.ac.za]

6  The skeletons of Botswana: developing a human skeletal section at Botswana National Museum Monuments and Gallery (BNMMAG)

The inception of the human skeletal collection of the BNMMAG dates back to the early 1970s with the burials from Toutswemogala. From then on, excavations and rescue operations at different places have recovered over 100 individuals. However, for a long time there was very little proper documentation, curation and research on these skeletons. As a result some individuals known to have been excavated have since been lost. Even the famous Kalahari debate failed to attract a single direct and comprehensive study of the skeletons from this area of contention. It was not until 2002 when I studied the remains from Toutswe tradition sites that a comprehensive skeletal inventory began to be developed. At the end of 2005 I took the initiative to develop a separate storage section for the skeletons, as well as to track down contextual information on the material and to reorganize some commingled skeletons. Though neglected for decades, the skeletons from most parts of the country are beginning to offer fairly good comparative data for southern Africa. Ongoing stable isotope analysis of the east central farmers and northwest hunter-gatherers will certainly produce some useful data for the Kalahari debate. 

N

N’dah, Didier, Chercheur associé, Histoire et Archéologie , U Abomey-Calavi, Cotonou, Bénin; doct. cand., U Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso [ndahdi@yahoo.fr; monidi@caramail.com]

8  L’intégration des sites archéologiques de l’Atakora (Nord-Ouest de la République du Bénin) dans le contexte Ouest africain (The integration of the archaeological sites of Atakora  (North-western of the Republic of Benin) in the Western African  context)  

Les prospections entreprises entre 1997 et 2001 dans la région de l’Atakora par une équipe mixte bénino-allemande issue de la coopération entre l’Université Nationale du Bénin et l’Université Johann Wolfgang Goethe de Frankfurt am Main a permis de répertorier plusieurs sites archéologiques. Ces sites sont en général des grottes et abris-sous-roche, des buttes anthropiques, des sites archéométallurgiques, des sites de plein air, etc.  La présente communication vise à présenter sommairement les résultats des recherches et à montrer que l’étude et l’analyse des sites de cette région nécessite leur intégration dans le cadre globale de la sous région Ouest africaine pour des hypothèses mieux argumentés et moins étroites. L’intégration des recherches archéologiques dans un cadre plus globale est une nécessité pour une meilleure interprétation des données et des séquences archéologiques de différentes parties de l’Afrique et du monde.

The surveys undertaken between 1997 and 2001 in the Atakora region by a joint Benin and German team resulting from the co-operation between the National University from Benin and the Johann Wolfgang Goethe University, Frankfurt am Main, resulted in the location of several archaeological sites. These include caves and rock shelters, settlement mounds, iron smelting sites, open air sites and others.   I present a brief summary of the results of this research and show that the study and the analysis of the sites from this area require their integration within the western African context in order to form better argued and less narrow hypotheses relating to them.  The integration of archaeological research within a large framework is a necessity for the better interpretation of the data and of archaeological sequences of various parts of Africa and world.

NDIEMA, Emmanuel, PhD cand., Anthropology, Rutgers U, David BRAUN, Post Doc. Fellow, National Museums of Kenya, Nairobi, Kenya & John W. K. HARRIS, Prof., Anthropology, Rutgers U, New Brunswick NJ, USA [endiema@eden.rutgers.edu] 

Poster  Predictive modeling of Holocene archaeological sites from the Lake Turkana basin, Galana Boi formation, Kenya

The Galana Boi Formation in the northeastern Turkana Basin, Kenya, represents a rare opportunity to view the dynamics of ancient lifestyles: Archaeological materials uncovered in the area include evidence of hunter-gatherer and fishing economies, as well as the earliest example of pastoralism in East Africa (9300-4000 BP). Climatic variability during this time period was intense, as evidenced by changes in lake levels throughout the Holocene. Examination of human land use patterns in the context of this variability may shed light on adaptive strategies of Holocene populations. Using geomatic techniques (e.g., GIS) we investigate the relationship between ecologically and environmentally sensitive variables and the spatial distribution of archaeological localities in the Galana Boi Formation. Raster-based models of lake level, drainage systems and landforms were developed from (Advanced Spaceborne Thermal Emission and Reflection Radiometer digital elevation models (ASTER DEM) and geological maps. Raw material sources were taken into account in preliminary analyses. Results show that hydrological, geological, and ecological variables interacted with human adaptive responses in determining human land use throughout the Holocene. Using multivariate Classification and Regression Tree (CART) models we have isolated spatial variables that are associated with certain land use patterns.

Nhamo, Ancila, Lecturer, & Seke Katsamudanga, Lecturer, U Zimbabwe, Harare, Zimbabwe [ancie2002@yahoo.com]

14  Patterns on the landscape: clusters of rock art sites in Zimunya, eastern Zimbabwe 

This paper presents tentative results from ongoing archaeological research in the NUFU funded project entitled “The ancestral landscape of Manyikaland”. Since 2002 when this research project began, more than 80 rock art sites have been found in the Zimunya area of Manyikaland province. Ranking of the sites according to the number of painted figures on each site and a GIS analysis of the relationship between the different ranks is producing interesting patterns relating to their distribution on the landscape. There are clusters of smaller sites that surround one or two bigger sites for each cluster. The patterns are also amplified in the motifs depicted on the different clusters of sites. In this paper we present the patterns that came out of this analysis and suggest inferences as to their possible significance.

O

Ogundiran, Akin, Asst Prof., History, Florida International U, Miami FL, USA [ ogundira@fiu.edu; Akin.Ogundiran@fiu.edu ] 

13  Osogbo (SW Nigeria) in the seventeenth century: archaeology and historical ethnography of the Osun Grove

Osogbo was one of the frontier communities that evolved in the seventeenth century as a result of drought episodes, the thrust of the new imperial age, and the economic opportunities and challenges from the Atlantic coast. Though sandwiched between two competing hegemonic interests – Oyo and Ilesa –  the fledgling community of Osogbo nevertheless followed distinct cultural and economic pathways. These pathways were the focus of the archaeological and ethnographic investigations conducted in Osun Grove in 2004. This paper presents the results of these investigations with emphasis on the everyday material life of the community and the implications of these materials for understanding Yoruba cultural history during the era of the Atlantic commerce and the age of imperial expansion. I emphasize that, during the seventeenth century, frontier communities such as Osogbo were forces driving regional cultural innovations rather than developmental backwaters. Methodologically, the paper highlights the complementarities between historical ethnographic approaches and archaeological procedures.

OGUNFOLAKAN, B. Adisa, Curator, M. A. Odeyemi Museum of Antiquities & Contemporary African Art, Institute of Cultural Studies, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria & Fellow, DuBois Inst. African and African American Research, Cambridge MA, USA [babaadii@yahoo.com]

Poster   Oriki praise poems and settlement archaeology in Yorubaland

In Yorubaland, oriki play an important role in preserving the history and culture of the people. They are chanted freely, whereby references are made to past events, ancestors and past places of settlement. In this paper, I describe an attempt to use oriki to trace archaeological settlements in Yorubaland. An example is taken from the oriki of the Tokulojes whose settlement was abandoned during the 17th/18th Yoruba wars and its people scattered round different parts of Yorubaland with the majority now settled at Ijeruland, in Ogbomoso South Local Government Area, Oyo state. The oriki was used to trace their abandoned settlement at Igbo-Oje. Oriki was also used to interpret newly recovered archaeological evidence in Ile-Ife.

Oka, Rahul C., PhD cand. Archaeology, Field Museum/U Illinois-Chicago, IL, USA [roka1@uic.edu]

2  Local desires, global preferences and cosmopolitan elites in the Indian Ocean economy: comparing the role of Chinese prestige wares in the development of trade between East Africa and South Asia 

There are staggering similarities in preferences for exotica, including Chinese porcelains, among the political-commercial elites of the trading cities of the Indian Ocean, from East Africa to South East Asia.  Both South Asia and East Africa show overwhelming presence of these ceramics on the coasts and diminished presence in the hinterland. These similarities were first used to postulate migration and diffusion of urbanism from Asia to Africa, and recently to assess the significance of trade for development of complexity in East Africa.  I argue that these global similarities obfuscate local and regional interactions: despite the transoceanic nature of the preference for Chinese Blue-on-Whites and other exotic goods, the commodities themselves had culturally specific meaning and were used accordingly by local elites to negotiate legitimacy and alliances.  I compare and contrast the nature of demand for and utilization of Chinese ceramics between East African and South Asian coastal elites. Locally specific meanings and utility of these ceramics significantly affected import infrastructures and guided production decisions in China, South East and South West Asia, c. 1400-1700 CE, and resulted in the transoceanic similarity of elite tastes.   

Okoro, John Ako, Lecturer, Archaeology, University of Ghana, Legon, Ghana [akookoro@yahoo.com]

17  An analysis of the functional dynamics of the landmarks, images and artefacts of enslavement in Salaga

Enslavement in Salaga was defined by the drive towards the realization of personal, group and community aspirations in pursuits such as business, wealth creation and ownership, self-improvement, domination, travel and emigration.  Aspects of Salaga’s slave heritage remain visible on the townscape.  The landmarks of enslavement in Salaga are recognized in Ghana and internationally.  An increase in tourist visitation to Salaga has stimulated the propagation of guesswork, inaccuracies and falsehoods regarding this slave heritage.  Slave-related landscapes are now being developed in pursuit of tourism and income generation. These show transformations in local, national and international thinking of the value of slave heritage and how perceived benefits can be derived.  Data from archaeological, historical, ethnographic and linguistic investigations permit a better understanding of this heritage and enable a critical assessment of the transforming roles the landmarks of enslavement in Salaga are assuming in contemporary times.

Onjala, Isaya O., PhD cand., Anthropology, U Alberta, Edmonton AB, Canada and National Museums of Kenya [ionjala@ualberta.ca]

9  Emergence of modern human behaviour: what can Middle Stone Age lithic technologies tell us?
This paper discusses evidence for modern human behaviour during the Middle Stone Age (MSA) period. Lithic technologies from five MSA Kenyan sites have been used in a descriptive and analytical investigation involving three major steps. First, artefacts were sampled from previously excavated assemblages. Secondly, morphological and metrical data were collected from each artefact using a number of variables. Third, the data gathered were statistically organised, computed and interpreted based on current debates and anthropological theories. The results show a marked variation in MSA assemblages caused by a number of factors including environmental conditions, resource availability and type, and the hominid choice of different reduction techniques and strategies. Results also show that technological patterns reflect early stages of modern human behaviour and that there is little standardised technological practice within the assemblages. Overall, the results show that MSA technology contains significant evidence for modern human behaviour reflected in raw material procurement, exchange patterns, adaptive behaviour and mastery of craftsmanship through repetition and learning. The basic argument of this paper, therefore, is that modern human behaviour evolved over time and is manifest in developmental stages during the MSA across several sites and assemblages in East Africa. 

OUZMAN, Sven, Research Associate, National Museum, South Africa (Head of the Rock Art Department 1994-2002) and PhD cand., Anthropology, UC Berkeley, CA, USA [ouzman@berkeley.edu]

Poster  Magical arts of the raider nation: Korana rock art in central South Africa

Ouzman, Sven, Research Associate, National Museum, South Africa; PhD cand., Anthropology, UC Berkeley, Ca, USA [ouzman@berkeley.edu]

14  Prints and pathways: spoor and southern African rock art

In 1908 Louis Peringuey concluded his study of Southern African forager rock engravings, dividing them into four macro-categories: humans, animals, geometrics, and spoor (animal tracks and human footprints). Since that early recognition of the centrality of spoor to Southern African rock art – engravings in particular – little work has been conducted on the role of spoor imagery. Widely distributed, spoor imagery is not restricted to forager contexts, but is a form common to and expressed by various peoples past and present. The two primary metaphors embodied in metonymic spoor imagery – identity and journey – are human universals, but ones that enjoy a considerable variety of culture-specific expression that ranges from the spiritual to the political.

P

Parsons, Isabelle, PhD cand., Archaeology, U Cambridge, England [ip228@cam.ac.uk]

4  Later Stone Age socio-economic variability in the Northern Cape, South Africa
The southern African archaeological record is characterized by the emergence of socio-economic variability among stone tool-using groups of the last two millennia, a variability that is signaled by evidence of early herding practices. I present preliminary results of a project that focuses on the distinction between prehistoric hunting and herding activities in the Northern Cape, and sets its findings within the wider southern African context. The project builds upon suggestions in the literature that socio-economic variability is represented by two distinct, yet contemporary, local stone industries. Three assemblages subjected to lithic, pottery and bead analyses in this study seem to broadly represent the tool kits, as described in the literature, of hunting groups. Two others appear to have more in common with existing descriptions of assemblages currently ascribed to herding groups. Simultaneously, however, a large degree of overlap exists between the two sets of assemblages. This overlap, along with the results of the faunal analyses, casts doubt on whether these assemblages truly are representative of distinct socio-economies and/or at least suggest a much more complicated picture than that previously proposed. 

PAVLISH, Larry A.,1 S. D. BATIUK,2 D. LYONS,3 G. WILSON4 & A.C. D'ANDREA5 [larrypavlish@yahoo.ca]
1 IsoTrace, Physics, U Toronto; 2 Postdoc. Fellow, Near and Middle Eastern Civilizations, U Toronto, Toronto ON; 3 Asst Prof., Archaeology, U Calgary; 4 Turnstone Geological Services Ltd., Toronto ON; 5 Assoc. Prof., Archaeology, Simon Fraser U, Burnaby BC, Canada.

Poster  Archaeometry in Ethiopia 

 Magnetic and GPR surveys were carried out by the Gulo Makeda Archaeological Project (G-MAP) over a circular stone structure located near the site of Adi Ahune in the Woreda [administrative region] of Gulo Makeda, located approximately 15 km north of Adigrat, Eastern Tigrai Province, Northern Ethiopia with the purpose of evaluating the mode of construction and possible use. The structure is formed from steeply dipping, platy meta-volcanic rock and the cavity enclosed is the result of rock removal.  The structure is believed by modern locals to be associated with the buried remains of one of the founders of the community. Thus, all attempt to trace their lineages to the founding father for whom the structure is attributed. Since land tenure in the immediate region appears to be coupled to linage connections, it is desirable to demonstrate such a kinship relation. As a result of the local perception of the structure's importance, it is not disturbed by the ongoing agricultural activities that surround it. There is no hard evidence to support the local belief.

PERRET, Sébastien, PhD student, Archaeometry, U Fribourg, Switzerland [sebastien.perret@unifr.ch]

Poster  Archaeometric investigations on the smelting site of Fiko, Mali 
In the framework of the research program of the MAESAO on the Dogon shield, the iron metallurgy of this area is currently being investigated. The smelting site of Fiko (11th-19th century AD) presented here is one of a group of sites characterized by large-scale metallurgy and a specific slag assemblage. Excavations yielded particularly large furnaces ventilated by natural draft. Archaeometric investigations have been carried out on ores, slags and furnace material. Most slag was tapped and has a fayalitic quenched structure. Characteristic slag cakes of a similar bulk composition remained however inside the furnace and resulted from slow cooling of liquid slag, as shown by its specific phase assemblage. Another characteristic group of platter-shaped silica-rich slags appears to have been formed by the sintering and melting of the small sand heaps on which the tuyères were positioned. Based on this research, the furnaces and their operation could be reconstructed. Mass balance calculations based on the chemical analyses allow us to estimate their yield. Site configuration and slag petrography also suggest a certain continuity over nearly a thousand years, raising interesting questions about a technological transfer when the Dogon arrived to this area some 500 years ago.

Pfeiffer, Susan, Prof., Anthropology, U Toronto, Toronto, Canada [susan.pfeiffer@utoronto.ca] 

4  Behavioral reconstruction of Holocene foragers provides heritage and anthropological insights

While historical and ethnographic observations from the relatively recent past contribute to the framework for interpreting the more distant past, it cannot be assumed that human behavior has remained stable through time or space. The direct study of human skeletons can be used to test hypotheses about past groups’ behaviors. In addition to its scholarly relevance, this approach has value for descendant populations who wish to know both what their ancestors did, and why they did it. In Southern-most Africa, Khoesan descendant groups may wish to explore their links with the historic peoples of the Kalahari.  Research into behaviors of Later Stone Age skeletons from the Western, Southern and Eastern Cape regions of South Africa (over 200 dated adult skeletons, 100 infants and juveniles) demonstrates evidence for continuity through several millennia of small body size, sex-based division of labor, prolonged breastfeeding, and a low incidence of long bone fractures. Other research projects will build on this base of skeletal information.  Some proposed explanations for aspects of Khoesan ethnography have focused on resource insecurity and nutritional inadequacies of the Kalahari. The presence of these behavioral patterns in the mid-Holocene, in richer ecological settings, indicates that behavioral explanations based on shortages and regionally delimited difficulties are probably incorrect.

Phillipson, Laurel, Threshfield, North Yorkshire, England

12  A functional assessment of Middle Stone Age lithics  from Rhino Cave and White Painted rock shelter, Tsodilo Hills, Namibia 

Lithic studies usually begin with a morphological description based on abstractly defined characteristics, such as plan shape and length/breadth ratio.  Other starting points may be adopted.  Functional analysis places primary emphasis on the working edges of artifacts; it defines artifact types according to the clustering of characteristics inherent within each particular assemblage.  Functional analysis has previously been used to study much more recent lithic material from Aksum, Ethiopia; this is its first application to the study of older material. With the permission of Professor L.H Robbins, lead researcher of the sites, material from two Tsodilo hills excavations was re-examined.  Results obtained from functional analysis of selected artifacts were found to differ significantly from those obtained by the imposition of an externally generated, a priori, morphological typology.  These new results include the description of a previously unrecognized tool type and evidence that most of the unifacial and bifacial stone points had been barbed and that they had been used on hand-held stabbing spears.  The aims of this paper are to demonstrate that the nature of a lithic analysis influences, and to some extent defines, the results which may be obtained from it; to advocate functional analysis as an alternative to standard morphological analysis, and to initiate a reconsideration of the purposes and methods of lithic analysis.

Pikirayi, Innocent, Senior Lecturer, Archaeology, U Pretoria [innocent.pikirayi@up.ac.za]

15  Ceramics, cultural process and group identities in southern African archaeology: Have we given up on the meaning? 

Ceramics studies continue to dominate southern African archaeology but largely in a parochial manner. The concern with chronology, culture definition and tracing migrations overlooks more pressing archaeological questions mainly due to bias against theory. Although some ethnographic models have been used in the interpretation of farming communities of the last 2000 years, the use of typology in defining ceramic style remains poorly understood and constrained by limited terminology. Archaeologists should broaden the existing theoretical base by discussing topics such as the impact of the introduction of ceramic craft in the region, ceramic production technology, ceramic trade and distribution, the social meaning of pottery, particularly in relation to ethnicity. Using examples from Zimbabwe, I discuss the controversial issue of ceramics and group identities, arguing that archaeological ceramics reflect a more fluid process of human interaction and group arrangement not necessarily analogous to ethnic entities.

POKOTYLO, David L., Prof., Archaeology, U British Columbia, Vancouver BC, Canada & Mzalendo KIBUNJIA, Director, Museums, Sites & Monuments, National Museums of Kenya, Nairobi, Kenya   [david.pokotylo@ubc.ca]

Poster  Mpala: an Acheulean site in Highland Kenya

The recent discovery of an assemblage of chipped-stone artifacts characteristic of an Acheulean industry at an open-air site near Mpala in the central Kenya highlands expands the regional sample of Acheulean sites beyond the Rift Valley.  An archaeological reconnaissance of the site in February 2005 mapped 69 surface artifact locations concentrated along seasonal stream channels.  This poster presents some initial analyses of the surface distribution of artifact classes, artifact condition, and depositional context and integrity of the deposits for future fieldwork. 

Pollard, Edward J., D.Phil. cand., Centre for Maritime Archaeology, U Ulster, Coleraine, N. Ireland, [ejd.pollard@ulster.ac.uk]

1  Recent coastal archaeology around the Medieval settlements of Kaole and Kilwa, Tanzania
Survey and excavation of the maritime cultural landscape surrounding the Medieval settlements of Kilwa Kisiwani and Kaole took place in 2004 to 2005 to establish a coastal settlement sequence and also to relate to environmental change. The study concentrated on the 6th through 15th century time period although earlier and later evidence was discovered. Intertidal and coastal investigation recorded the natural landscape and contemporary human activities along with the existence of earlier settlements. Sea level-induced changes in the form of raised beaches, growth of spits and terraces, and coastal erosion affected the location of landing places. The discovery of massive constructions, mining, lime and mortar making deposits revealed a range of Medieval activities in the intertidal zone.

Posnansky, Merrick, Prof. Emeritus, History, UCLA, Los Angeles CA, USA [merrick@history.ucla.edu]

16  Imperial Archaeology – prospects and realities
Though historical archaeology and the archaeology of colonialism have become accepted concepts in African archaeology, the archaeology of imperialism is less well defined. In late 19th century Africa, imperialism generally implied imposition of alien rule by European metropolitan powers involved in the “scramble for Africa’. In northern Uganda and the southern Sudan imperialism was represented by the forces of the Khedive of Egypt and involved the establishment of military stations with Egyptian officers, Sudanese troops and, in the case of Equatoria, the southern province of the Sudan, European commanders including Charles Gordon and Eduard Schnitzer (Emin Pasha). New research at Dufile in Uganda, a large military station built by Gordon in 1874, occupied and expanded by Emin, and abandoned in 1888, provides an opportunity for archaeological research in an area previously left to the documentary historians. Archaeology provides data on unrecorded structural changes, acculturation patterns between the conquering force and the local Madi inhabitants and an opportunity to reinterpret military history. The rump of the Sudanese army in northern Uganda ultimately formed the core of the first Uganda army, the Uganda Rifles, and the families of these troops comprise the Islamic Nubian population. Using linguistic evidence and details of material culture obtained from historic records, ethnographic description, archaeological data and present survivals, I describe the process of acculturation and the transformation of Madi society.

Pwiti, Gilbert, Prof., Ancila Nhamo, Lecturer, Seke Katsamudanga, Lecturer, Archaeology, U Zimbabwe, Harare, Zimbabwe, and Alinah Segobye, Senior Lecturer, Archaeology, U Botswana, Gaborone, Botswana [gpwiti@arts.uz.ac.zw]

17  Makasva: archaeology and rainmaking in Zimunya communal lands, eastern Zimbabwe

Modern use of archaeological sites, particularly rock art sites in places like Matobo Hills, Tsodilo Hills and Drakensberg World Heritage Sites, has been observed in southern Africa. The role of living communities in the active use and engagement with archaeological heritage through ritual practice is the subject of this paper. We focus on the use of sites for rainmaking ceremonies with specific reference to Makasva, a rainmaking ceremony still practiced in the Zimunya communal lands in eastern Zimbabwe. Continuity in ritual activities suggests that communities in these landscapes draw on the past to reconstruct and negotiate their present identities. It is evident that communities draw on material culture from earlier periods such as the Stone Age in the construction of their ritualized worldviews. The Shona-Kalanga cultural landscape where the case study is located is rich in examples of engagement of the past in contemporary ritual activity. We examine the symbolic meaning of these rituals, their significance in the lives of contemporary communities and their relationship to the archaeological heritage in these landscapes. It will be argued that future management of these sites can benefit from our understanding of the worldviews of the living cultures that claim them as their cultural heritage. 

R

Richard, François G., PhD cand., Anthropology, Syracuse U. [fgrichar@maxwell.syr.edu]

13  From “cosaan” to colony: long-term settlement history and political-economic change in Siin, Senegal, AD 500-1900 

A modest historic province on the Atlantic coast of west-central Senegal, the Siin is portrayed in oral traditions and written documents as a vibrant cultural frontier that oscillated between centralized and more dispersed forms of socio-political organization over the past 1500 years. Historical reconstructions, however, remain tied to the usual limitations associated with oral and documentary accounts. The region has been the focus of recent archaeological research designed to address these lacunae. Using multiple lines of evidence, I seek to critically examine conventional histories of the region and document how political-economic conditions have shaped Siin’s social landscapes in the long-term. Drawing on survey and excavated material, I discuss the preliminary results of the project, focusing on settlement history and socio-political transformations over the past 1500 years.

RICHARDSON, Andrea, Archaeological Consultant, Historical Resource Management Ltd, Calgary AB, Canada [a_richa3@hotmail.com]
Poster  Inference to social organization from architectural energetics: the DGB sites of northern Cameroon
Architectural energetics are applied to stone-built DGB sites of northern Cameroon to assess the level of organization required to complete the various phases of construction at these sites. Replicative experiments carried out as part of the 2002 field season of the Mandara Archaeological Project are discussed and evaluated. These experiments provide estimates of labour and time for the construction of the architecture of DGB-2 and DGB-8, and allow some estimation of the inputs required to construct elements of the largest and most impressive of the sites, the un-excavated DGB-1. I argue that no DGB site required organization of labour at a scale greater than that of a village.

Richardt, Folke E., PhD cand., Archaeology and Ancient Studies, U Lund, Sweden, & McGregor Museum, Kimberley, S. Africa [folke.richardt@malmo.se; Folke.Richardt@ark.lu.se]

10  Living on the edge: 250 000 years ago in an arid environment in South Africa

Rooidam II is an open-air site situated on the edge of an old seasonal lake about 30 km west of Kimberley in the Northern Cape Province. The study focuses on the transitional period between the Early Stone Age and the Middle Stone Age and I present preliminary results from the extensive fieldwork undertaken at the site, which includes the identification of a living and tool production area. Finds include organic and inorganic materials. I also examine and discusses the perception, methodology, documentation and recording of the archaeological context of this transitional period from a historical perspective. What is the archaeological perception of the "Fauresmith Culture"; how should we characterize it and on what basis? Focusing and studying this little known period of time and placing it in a broader perspective enables us to access new perspectives crucial for the understanding of the emergence of early modern humans.

Robertshaw, Peter T. 1, Marilee Wood 2, Rachel S. Popelka-Filcoff 3 & Michael D. Glascock 4 [proberts@csusb.edu]

1 Professor, Anthropology, California State U, San Bernardino CA, USA; 2 Research Associate, U. of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, S. Africa; 3 PhD cand., Chemistry, U. Missouri-Columbia, Columbia MO, USA; 4 Professor, Research Reactor Center, U. Missouri-Columbia

2  Glass beads of southern Africa and Indian Ocean trading networks


The possession of glass beads was a vital component of the quest for prestige and power in southern Africa in the early second millennium CE. One of us (Wood) has established a well-dated sequence of glass bead styles for southern Africa from about 800 CE onwards.  We have now undertaken quantitative chemical analyses of about 360 beads from 19 sites in Zimbabwe, South Africa and Botswana dating between 800 and 1600 CE.  From these and comparative data, we have identified the regions where the glass was manufactured.  Hence we can reconstruct changing patterns of trade over almost a millennium in the western Indian Ocean world for one type of prestige objects – ancient bling bling.

Roure, Cara A., PhD cand., & Sally McBrearty, Prof.,  Anthropology, U Connecticut, Storrs CT, USA [cara.roure@uconn.edu]

1  Paleoenvironments and archaeological traces in the Early Middle Pleistocene of the Kapthurin Formation, Kenya 

Hominid behavioral adaptations of the Middle Pleistocene are poorly known. Sites of this age and associated hominin fossils are preserved in the Kapthurin Formation, Kenya. A landscape approach was employed to explore a target interval between 543±4 ka to 509±9 Ka in order to identify the larger environmental context of the hominin fossils and to examine how behavioral traces vary across microhabitats. These habitats were diverse, including a saline-alkaline lake, a fresh-water spring, and a system of ephemeral braided rivers and streams. They supported a wide range of fauna including chimpanzee, monkey, elephant, bovid, and aquatic species. The stone technology is most consistent with a simple flake and core industry and is found in varying densities from individual finds to small sites consisting of a few hundred artifacts. This industry also includes the earliest blades produced from prismatic cores. 

RUPP, Nicole, Wiss. Mitarbeiter, & Peter BREUNIG, Professor, Seminar für Vor- und Frühgeschichte, Johann Wolfgang Goethe-U, Frankfurt, Germany [breunig@em.uni-frankfurt.de] 

14  New studies on the cultural context of the Nok Culture of Central Nigeria

The Nok culture of central Nigeria is well known for its terracottas which represent the earliest known school of figurative sculpture in sub-Saharan Africa. In addition, Nok plays a prominent role in the emergence of iron technology, providing some of the earliest evidence of iron smelting in West Africa (ca 500 BC). In contrast to its scientific importance, disproportionately little archaeological field work has been devoted to the Nok culture. For this reason and because of constant damage to sites as a consequence of commercial diggings for art objects, a research project was initiated to study the culture’s context. In 2006, a pilot study located a variety of sites in the central area of the Nok culture and in a few of these were investigated by test excavations. The archaeological potential of the sites proved sufficient to obtain data on the culture’s economy and environment as well as on some new aspects of the material culture, particularly on terracottas in their stratigraphic context.

Ryan, Kathleen, Senior Research Scientist, Museum Applied Science Center for Archaeology, U Pennsylvania, Philadelphia PA, USA [kryan@sas.upenn.edu]

11  Food sharing and nutrition: differential access to food by age and gender in a pastoral society.

Patterns of food sharing in most societies reflect efforts made by those societies to maintain the group as a healthy and successful physical and cultural entity. Strategies employed are constrained or expanded by the political, cultural, and physical environments. In pastoral societies, such as the Maasai of East Africa, the symbiotic relationship between herders and livestock is reflected in specific behaviors that provide for the nutritional needs of herders’ families, while simultaneously ensuring the continued productivity of the herds. For example, herders rarely cull large stock for meat consumption, except on special occasions when meat is normally shared among a larger-than-family group. They rely on dairy products, supplemented by occasional culling of small stock, for their daily needs. In Maasai society, men control allocation of meat, women of dairy products. In this paper I examine whether differential access to food discriminates against certain sectors of the group, defined by age or gender.

S

Sadr, Karim, Senior Lecturer, School of Geography, Archaeology and Environmental Studies, U Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, S. Africa [sadrk@geoarc.wits.ac.za]

10  Through thick and thin: on early ceramics in southern Africa
Conventional wisdom has it that ceramic technology reached southern Africa with the so-called Early Iron Age ‘Bantu migrations’ of ca 2000 years ago. Local hunter-gatherers in the middle Zambezi basin are thought to have eventually learned the new craft. In their turn, they migrated to the southernmost tip of the continent and thereby spread the new technology further. Alas, the distribution, chronology and technology of the earliest ceramics in southern Africa fails to support this scenario. Although it is premature to claim independent invention of pottery in southern Africa, scenarios other than the ‘Bantu migration’ may need to be considered to explain the earliest ceramics of the subcontinent.  

Sampson, C. Garth, Prof., Anthropology, Southern Methodist U., Hugh Jarvis, Research Associate, Creative Services, U at Buffalo, NY & Dawn Youngblood, Research Associate, Map Library, SMU, Dallas TX, USA [gsampson@smu.edu]

12  Hornfels artifact sourcing by instrumental neutron activation analysis (INAA) in the Karoo region of South Africa


Small outcrops of hornfels, a thermal metamorphic rock with conchoidal fracture, are ubiquitous on the vast central plateau of South Africa.  The locations of over a thousand prehistoric hornfels quarries have been mapped in the Seacow River valley. We sampled 39 outcrops within a 7.5 km radius of a rockshelter, and matched their (highly variable) elemental compositions to those of some 300 hornfels artifacts from inside the shelter.  These flakes and endscrapers were made by hunter-foragers and part-time herders between AD 1 and AD 1830.  The chemical fingerprints of about 40% of the artifacts could be sourced to specific outcrops, while another 30% came from quarries outside the sampling radius.  All other artifacts matched between two and nine outcrops, due to massive overlap in outcrop values.  Used with due caution, we conclude that hornfels sourcing by INAA is viable, and could be applied to surface sites of all ages in the same landscape.

Schmidt, Peter R., Prof., Anthropology. U Florida, Gainesville FL, USA [schmidtp@ufl.edu]

3  Archaeology in action: making new histories through teaching and research in Eritrea

Beginning in the academic year 1997-09 the teaching of archaeology was initiated in Eritrea. A program of research combined with training has resulted in a cadre of young and accomplished researchers as well as significant findsy that alter our thinking about Eritrea’s ancient history. This paper synthesizes the results of six years of research in the Greater Asmara area by researchers participating in this symposium. Settlement and subsistence from the early 1st millennium BC through the early 2nd millennium AD are woven together with a discussion of ideology and ritual expressions manifest in the archaeological record over this two millennia period. Demographic complexity and deep-seated cultural continuities in architecture and subsistence practices are examined in the light of changes such as the virtual abandonment of the region in the last centuries of the 1st millennium BC and the rise of urban states to the south. Dominant hypotheses about the rise of cultural complexity in the Horn are reevaluated using evidence from Greater Asmara – evidence that suggests that the urban revolution in the Horn can be traced to the Eritrean highlands.

Schmidt, Peter R., Prof., Anthropology, U Florida, Gainesville FL, USA; Matthew Curtis, Lecturer, U California at Santa Barbara, CA, USA & Catherine D’Andrea, Assoc. Prof., Archaeology, Simon Fraser U, Burnaby, BC, Canada [schmidtp@ufl.edu]

3  First millennium BC agricultural economy in the Asmara region

Excavation of first millennium BC sites in the Greater Asmara region have yielded charred macroscopic plant remains. Several securely dated domestic contexts relating to food preparation produced evidence for tef, emmer, free-threshing wheat, hulled barley, lentils, flax, and wild grasses. The lentil and tef remains constitute the earliest occurrence to date of these crops in the Horn. Results suggest that Near Eastern domesticates formed a significant component of Pre-Aksumite agricultural economies in the Asmara region. Moreover, the communities in the Asmara basin appear to have practiced different modes of agriculture, with wheat and barley more prevalent in the well-watered and more open plains of the western basin.

Schroeder, Hannes, DPhil. cand., Archaeological Science, Research Laboratory for Archaeology & the History of Art (RLAHA), U Oxford, Kevin Farmer, Archaeological Curator, Barbados Museum and Historical Society, Barbados & Robert E.M. HEDGES, Professor, Archaeological Science, RLAHA, U Oxford, England [hannes.schroeder@arch.ox.ac.uk]

5  Reconstructing forgotten life histories: using isotopic analyses in the study of the African diaspora
Since their earliest application in the late 1970s stable isotope analyses of human remains have matured into a well-established practice in archaeology. Particularly C and N stable isotope measurements are now being widely used to infer aspects of past human diet. More recently, Sr and O isotope measurements have been employed to trace the origins and subsequent migration patterns of individuals and even groups of people. In combination, these isotopic techniques provide a powerful tool in the reconstruction of past life histories. Therefore, it comes as a surprise to realize that isotopic studies are few and far between in the archaeology of the African diaspora. Only recently, Peter Mitchell expressed the need for more integrated isotopic studies in his book African Connections (2005) in order to achieve a better understanding of the origins and subsequent migration patterns of African peoples in the diaspora. This paper deals with an ongoing isotopic study of the remains of a group of enslaved Africans who lived and died on the Newton plantation, Barbados. The study combines C, N, O and Sr isotope analyses with more conventional archaeological and historical lines of evidence to trace the origins and life histories of this group of enslaved peoples and seeks thus to expand our understanding of Barbadian slavery and life in the African diaspora.

SEGOBYE, Alinah, Senior Lecturer, Archaeology, U Botswana, Gaborone, Botswana & leadership consultant, African Comprehensive HIV/AIDS Partnerships[kelo110@hotmail.com; alinah.segobye@gmail.com]
Plenary   Rethinking public archaeology in Africa: fostering development and maintaining relevance in the 21st century

African archaeology has found its place in world archaeology. It is currently experiencing an era of growth, diversification and scholarship with many young Africans trained in the post-colonial period who have different experiences from their predecessors in that they are doing archaeology at home. Archaeological practice in Africa is still shaped by the political economy and cultural landscape of the continent but these have changed radically in recent years.. In particular, new political, economic and security challenges and public health crises such as the HIV/AIDS pandemic force us to re-define the relevance of the discipline to the people in the communities in which they work. Africa based archaeologists have to deal with growing the discipline in under-resourced institutions compounded by lack of support at different levels. However, they have maintained an academic vigour which continues to highlight the richness and diversity of the discipline and its contribution to a dynamic world archaeology. The current changes in Africa’s political and economic landscapes hold potential for the development of the discipline and especially for the growth of hitherto not actively nurtured partnerships with communities. I focus on these challenges and on how emerging opportunities can be harnessed to strengthen the discipline to foster a truly public-faced African archaeology. 

SEITSONEN, Oula, Assistant, Archaeology, U Helsinki, Finland [oseitson@mappi.helsinki.fi]

Poster  Recent archaeological studies in the northern Lake Manyara Basin, Tanzania
In 2002-2005 the University of Helsinki Department of Archaeology's “Cultural ecology of the East African savanna environment in a long-term historical perspective” project studied the past of the northern Tanzanian Rift Valley and its environs. Our main research emphasis has been on the vast Late Iron Age Engaruka complex but in the course of the fieldwork several new archaeological sites were encountered. The poster presents new archaeological observations made in the northern Lake Manyara Basin and examines them in the context of geological studies of the ancient lake level changes. The combined archaeological and geological data provide the basis for inference of Late Pleistocene and Holocene water level stages for the ancient lake.

Sinclair, Paul 1, Jan Ekman 2, Kjel Knutsson 1, Markku Pyykönen 1, Goran Possnert 3, Anneli Ekblom 4 & Jan Risberg 5 [Paul.Sinclair@arkeologi.uu.se]

1 Archaeology and Ancient History, Uppsala, Uppsala, Sweden; 2 Evolutionary Biology, Uppsala U, 3 Tandem Accelerator Lab., Uppsala U; 4 Geography, Oxford U, Oxford, UK; 5 Physical Geography and Quaternary Geology, Stockholm U, Stockholm, Sweden.

10  Analysis of finds from the 2005 excavations at Kuumbi Cave on Zanzibar

Kuumbi Cave located 3 km from the coast near Jambiani in SE Zanzibar has two large chambers formed from the Miocene limestone. Initial investigations led by Chami and Juma included the excavation of seven test pits. TP 6 reached a depth of  > 2.5 m. Excavation results of a 2*2m extension led by Sinclair are presented here. Basal deposits c. 30 cm thick contain a crude coral stone industry with bifacially worked flakes and heavy duty picks and choppers. The osteological assemblage comprises a range of small antelopes, rare giraffe and zebra and abundant Achatina snails. Above, a 40cm “sterile?” level (c. 22,000 BP) lacks evidence of human activities but contains bat, baboon and leopard remains.  The succeeding 1.5m of mixed ash midden is dated c. 5000 BP, 1800 B.P. and 4000 BP. Marine and terrestrial shells occur but fish is uncommon. Cattle definitely appear from c. 1.5m with suid and chicken-sized bird remains. Some shell and bone are worked. Rare quartz microliths are overlain by limestone flakes. Pottery from the uppermost 1.5 m dates possibly from the first millennium BC to modern times. Finds will be discussed in relation to previously published accounts from the Zanzibar Archipelago. 

Skalitz, Julia C., Researcher, Prehistory, U Köln, Germany [jskalitz@yahoo.de]

10  Rock art meets field archaeology: the Stone Age in the Ennedi Mountains, northeastern Chad.

One of the research areas of the ACACIA project (Arid Climate Adaptation and Cultural Innovation in Africa) of the University of Cologne is the Ennedi massif in north-eastern Chad. The project in this archaeologically more or less unexplored area first started in 2004. Since then three field campaigns have been conducted which have revealed several archaeological sites with rock art as well as sites with archaeological finds. One of the main aims of the project mentioned above is to help understand and explain how climatic changes have effected social, cultural and economic behaviour of people in the Ennedi region during the past 4000 years. One possibility to obtain answers is through correlation of rock art and field archaeology. Sometimes parts of decorated walls fall off and can be found –  in a lucky case –  in the sediment underneath the paintings. Therefore excavations undertaken during the past three years have mostly focused on decorated rock shelters which have also accumulated sediments resulting from human occupation. Archaeological finds consist mainly of pottery, but other artefacts of different materials were also recorded. Prelimary results will be discussed.

Smith, Alexandre L.1, Koen Bostoen 2, Els Cornelissen 3, Jacky Maniacky 4 and Baudoin Janssen 5
1 Attaché, Archaeology, Africa Museum (MRAC), Tervuren, Belgium; 2 Attaché, Linguistics, MRAC; 3 Chef de Section, Archaeology, MRAC; 4 Chef de Section, Linguistics, MRAC; 5 Professeur honoraire, Linguistics, U Libre de Bruxelles, Bruxelles, Belgium

8  Crossing Borders: an integrated archaeological and linguistic approach to population dynamics in southern central Africa


Archaeology, linguistics and ethnography, amongst other disciplines, have long contributed to the study of past African societies. Despite the risk of circular reasoning, fruitful exchanges of ideas and interdisciplinary collaboration have developed. These collaborations, however, remain essentially at a comparative level, with little methodological integration of the disciplines involved. Today, as already noted by several researchers, there is a strong need for a broader – holistic –  anthropological approach to the history of Africa. To unravel the mechanisms underlying the formation and transmission of cultural traits in Central Africa, thus building a more detailed history of its populations, several disciplines must be combined. The project Crossing Borders: An integrated archaeological and linguistic approach to population dynamics in the Upemba depression is a step in this direction. This paper presents the objectives, methods and preliminary results of a new joint project of the Section of Prehistory and the Service of Linguistics of the Royal Museum for Central Africa (MRAC-KMMA).

Smith, Andrew B., Prof., Archaeology, U Cape Town, S. Africa [abs@age.uct.ac.za]

11  Ideological inhibitors to hunters becoming food producers in Africa
The assumption that the origins of domestication (or 'the Neolithic') constitute a natural progression of hunters becoming food producers is not borne out by studies of modern hunter-gatherers. There are striking differences in ideology between hunters and food producers, and it is more a question of: "Why bother domesticating plants or animals?"  This paper will discuss ideas on the domestication process, and show that specific conditions in the Near East were required for domestication to have happened among sedentary hunter-fishers, and that this development later affected Africa. With the introduction of small stock from the Near East c. 7700 BP we have the first direct evidence for domestic animals in Africa. Prior to this date attempts at control of Barbary sheep at Uan Afuda suggest this was for restricted ritual purposes, as these animals were never domesticated. Around 7700 BP both sheep and smaller cattle appear at Nabta Playa, El Jerar phase, suggesting a package of introduction, with the possibility of admixture of local African genetic material. Thus, the idea of an earlier independent African domestication event, especially of animals, is at best problematic. 

SMITH, Benjamin, Director, Rock Art Research Institute, U Witwatersrand, Wits 2050 Gauteng, South Africa [bws@rockart.wits.ac.za]

14  The art of animals: rock art and boys' initiation in Northern Sotho society, South Africa

Recent research has divided the Northern Sotho rock art of Limpopo Province, South Africa, into three sections: 1) a younger 'art of aggression' dominated by images of steam trains, soldiers and guns; 2) a seemingly scarce 'art of girls' initiation' dominated by spread-eagled designs, aprons and geometric motifs; and 3) a more widespread older art comprising a variety of animal depictions. This paper will concentrate on this art of animals, exploring patterns in its placement and subject matter and demonstrating a range of features that point to a link between this art and particular Northern Sotho symbols and practices invoked during boys' initiation ceremonies.

Smith, Jeannette M., Archaeology, U Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, S. Africa [jmsmith144@yahoo.com]

11  Ethnographic and historical analogies for ancient dryland farming in southern Africa

From around AD 900, large-scale complex farming societies began to settle in what are now sparsely occupied semi-arid regions of southern Africa. It has been posited that in areas where rainfall is low and variable, there is a relationship between environmental conditions and the success or failure of agropastoralism and the communities that depend on it. We should, however, exercise caution by not over-determining this relationship, particularly where local palaeoecological sequences are poorly documented. I suggest that a number of inter-related factors were important in the sustainability and expansion of these early complex societies; amongst which are the critical management and distribution of agropastoral resources. After examining ethnographic and historical dryland farming practices that potentially mediate the detrimental impact that population expansion, recurring drought, variable rainfall, and land degradation may have on crop and livestock production, I discuss the evidence for these practices in the archaeology of farming communities. 

STERNER, Judy, Instr., Liberal Studies, Alberta College of Art and Design, Calgary & Nic DAVID, Faculty Prof., Archaeology, U Calgary, AB, Canada [judy.sterner@acad.ca]

Mandara International Peace Park: a proposal for eco-cultural tourism and sustainable development in the Mandara Mountains of Northern Cameroon and Northeastern Nigeria


 

The Mandara mountains are the home of numerous ethnic groups who have over the centuries developed forms of agroforestry that have continued to sustain high population densities in the face of raiding and other threats from states based in the surrounding plains. The demonstrable sustainability of the montagnard way of life is unfortunately associated with extreme poverty. In this situation Mandara communities’ remarkable socio-cultural capital constitutes an investment that can, in conjunction with elements of the natural environment, be mobilized to support low impact eco-cultural tourism. We therefore recommend the establishment of an International Peace Park. Besides the participation of local and national authorities, the involvement of Mandara mountain communities is a necessary and integral part of any such development. This requires a sensitive, anthropologically informed, approach to local communities. Only a pro-poor approach can render eco-cultural tourism viable since it is the montagnards’ crafts, agriculture, and lifeways that constitute the primary resource capable of attracting an international tourist clientele. Montagnard experience of the wider world has since precolonial times been for the most part unpleasant and marked by exploitation. Grassroots involvement, with specific educational and formational goals, is required if tourism is to contribute to sustainable development.

Stewart, Brian, PhD cand. Archaeology and Anthropology, Oxford U, England [brian.stewart@arch.ox.ac.uk]

4  Refitting repasts: a spatial exploration of food processing, sharing, cooking and disposal at the Dunefield Midden campsite, South Africa 


Dunefield Midden (DFM) is a late Holocene LSA coastal campsite in the Western Cape Province. It is exceptional on account of its horizontally extensive area of excavation (presently 860 m2), and thus provides an excellent opportunity to investigate domestic spatial patterning. Features such as hearths, roasting pits and ash and shell dumps comprise the site structure, with associated artefactual residues such as stone tools, ceramics and ostrich eggshell beads and flask fragments. Radiocarbon dates and a lack of stratigraphic superpositioning suggest that the site represents the remains of what was largely a single occupation c. 600-700 BP, or perhaps several (seasonal?) visits over a short period. Spatial patterns in distributions of both artefact and animal bone food waste are examined, primarily through refitting. The aim is to deconstruct the spatial palimpsest of cyclical events – hunting and gathering; slaughtering (of sheep); processing; sharing; cooking; disposal/cleaning – into individually intelligible, articulated segments of a daily subsistence sequence. Tracing the movement of food into and throughout the site, and the subsequent disposal of remains offers dynamic insights into the structural properties of the LSA society that consumed it. Emphasis is placed on the implications of this study both for discerning the archaeological signatures of hunter-gatherers and herders in the pre-colonial western Cape and, more broadly, for future comparative studies of modern and prehistoric hunter-gatherer/herder domestic organization.

Sumner, Alexandra, PhD cand., Anthropology, U Toronto, ON, Canada [alexandra.sumner@utoronto.ca]

12 Finding depth in the plains of the past: a 3D approach for examining cognitive issues in lithic analysis
The study of cognition in early human evolution is increasingly recognized to be an important concern of archaeology. Yet, in the absence of a sound methodological approach, progress remains problematic. This paper reviews my application of 3D imaging to tracking specific aspects of core reduction (e.g., maintenance of core convexity) and how these interplay with cognitive factors including working memory and the visio-spatial sketchpad. The study of a sample of late Pleistocene refitted cores from the site of Taramsa, Upper Egypt, offers the opportunity to examine the dynamic process of core reduction and hence is ideal for achieving understanding of the cognitive elements at play during this period of tool manufacture.

T

Tafuri, Mary Anne, Prof., Biologia Animale e dell'Uomo, U Rome 'La Sapienza' & Savino di Lernia, Prof., Scienze Storiche Archeologiche e Antropologiche dell'Antichità, University of Rome 'La Sapienza', Rome, Italy [maryanne.tafuri@uniroma1.it] 

11 Consuming food, embodying places. Dietary and social resources in the Holocene Acacus Mountains (Libyan Sahara)


While initially the question of the origins of domesticated species dominated the attention of scholars interested in the emergence of a Saharan pastoral society during the Holocene, later approaches have dealt with how such pastoral communities organised themselves in a progressively drying environment. For prehistoric groups of the Fezzan (Libyan Sahara) the onset of the desert signified major economic and social changes through time (i.e., from the Late Acacus to Late Pastoral periods). One way to address this question is attained through the analysis of the relationship, expressed through food habits, between nomadic societies and the changing environment. This can be traced directly on the people, through 87Sr/86Sr, N and C isotope analysis of human bone and dental enamel, using as a case study the Takarkori rock shelter, which we situate in its wider geographic and chronological context. Isotopic values provide the basis for a description of how these groups ‘embodied’ through food and of their surrounding environment, raising questions about past habitus and social identity. 

Tefera, Melaku, Dean, Veterinary Science, Mekelle U, Ethiopia [melaku22@yahoo.com] & Catherine D’Andrea, Assoc.Prof., Archaeology, Simon Fraser U, Burnaby BC, Canada 

14  Analysis of zoomorphic paintings in seven rock shelters in northern Ethiopia

The Gulo Makeda project is undertaking archaeological surveys in eastern Tigrai to investigate regional settlement patterns from prehistoric to Post-Aksumite times. To date, the survey has located seven rock shelters with paintings: Amba Fekada 1 & 2;Amba Uwer; Ba'ati Gahetsatse; Anza 1 & 2; and Hawsien1. Except for Amba Fekada 1, all sites are newly discovered. Paintings are situated in sandstone sediments occupying upper geological sections of the Adigrat-Entichio series. Pigments include a spectrum of reds and blacks probably derived from local ochre deposits. Panels at Amba Fekada 1,Anza 1, and Ba'ati Gahetsatse are the most complex in composition. Identifiable species include domesticated cattle and ovicaprines as well as wild fauna such as felines and elephants. Most cattle are humpless longhorn types native to Ethiopia and are clearly distinguishable from short-horned Southeast Asian forms. Anthropomorphic figures range from naturalistic to schematic, sometimes within one panel. Weapons such as spears and bows are evident at Amda Fekada 1 and Anza 1. While Amba Fekada 1illustrates hunting and plowing, at Anza 1 milking and herding scenes predominate. It is not yet possible to determine chronological and cultural relationships among the sites, hunting, pastoralist and farming activities are clearly indicated. 

Teka, Zelalem H., Lecturer, Archaeology, Asmara University, Asmara, Eritrea & PhD student, U Florida, Gainesville FL, USA [zelalemth@yahoo.com]

3  Eritrean archaeology and Eritrean national identity

In archaeology, how the past is interpreted and how it is presented is of great concern, particularly in museum displays and the kinds of lessons that we choose to draw from archaeological evidence. Too often interpretations and presentations depend on subjective decision-making that involves ideology and political concerns. One issue of major concern is the relationship between national identity and archaeology. Increasingly archaeology plays an important role in building national identity, particularly for nations like Eritrea that do not have a deep written history. I will discuss the possibilities that archaeology has to build Eritrean national identity, to dislodge the colonial imagination and colonial mindset, and to remake Eritrea's precolonial past. I will also discuss the role of the media in presenting the Eritrean archaeological past to the public in a way that is appropriate to the development and advancement of Eritrean precolonial history.

Thanheiser, Ursula, Research Assoc., Archaeobotany, Vienna Institute for Archaeological Science (VIAS), Vienna University, Austria [ursula.thanheiser@univie.ac.at]
6  Subsistence strategies in the early and middle Holocene in Dakhleh Oasis, Egypt

Dakhleh is the largest oasis of the Egyptian Western Desert, with less than 5 mm annual precipitation. The modern oasis is some 80 km long  and 25 km wide. The palaeo-oasis, however, was much larger. During the early and middle Holocene the area witnessed extensive human activity. The settlement history of this period can be divided into three cultural units – Masara, Bashendi, Sheikh Muftah – distinguishable by site location, architecture, artefact assemblages, and biological  remains. Despite several pluvial and arid phases, the general trend  was a shift towards arid conditions that affected the subsistence strategies of the local populations. For the reconstruction of environment, availability and utilisation of resources I used analysis of charcoal and macro-remains. No pollen or  phytoliths are preserved. I report on Dakhleh’s changing environment as inferred from some 300 early to mid Holocene samples, and make comparisons with archaeobotanical studies elsewhere in the region. In Dakhla, Masara subsistence strategies were based on the collection of  small seeded dicotyledons with an emphasis on plants which would grow on moist soils or would develop abundantly after seasonal rains. Characteristic in Bashendi times is a concentration on wild cereals, esp. millets and sorghum. Hardly any plant remains were recovered from Sheikh Muftah sites, possibly because the sites were used primarily as meat processing areas. From the Old Kingdom onwards the effects of  aridification were compensated by irrigation and Dakhleh Oasis features all the cultivated plants known from the Nile Valley. 

U

Usman, Aribidesi A., Asst. Professor, African American Studies, Arizona State U, Tempe AZ, USA [Usman@asu.edu]

13  Urban trajectory and sociopolitical formation on the Yoruba frontier: a report of recent field work at Ila-Iyara, Central Nigeria


Archaeological researches in Africa now focus mainly on understanding the dynamics of change in past societies and the examination of urban sites and their peripheries. In Nigeria, the archaeological sequence and cultural history of the areas intervening between Old Oyo, Ife and Benin are becoming relevant in research. The period 1400-1600 AD was one of regional socio-political changes in the Yoruba and Edo worlds. The spread of sociopolitical and material culture innovations of this period in the periphery was probably mediated through population movements, inter-societal networks of elites, economic relations and cultural imitations. I use archaeological and ethnohistorical data from Ila-Orangun, northern Yoruba, to desscribe societies located on the Yoruba frontier and explain how they were affected by broader regional socio-political and economic developments. Ila-Iyara, the center of Ila polity, exhibits a large fortified elite center, sacred sites, iron working, and ceramic types similar to those found at Oyo, Ife, and Benin.

V

van Doornum, Bronwen, Research archaeologist / Senior Curator, Archaeology and Anthropology, Natal Museum, Pietermaritzburg, S. Africa  [bvandoornum@nmsa.org.za]

15  New directions for hunter-gatherer research in the Shashe-Limpopo confluence area of South Africa
Recent research into hunter-gatherers and hunter-gatherer / farmer interaction in the Shashe-Limpopo confluence area indicates that a range of hunter-gatherer reactions to the presence of black African farmers occurred throughout the last two millennia in the region. Data from three sites that I have excavated – Tshisiku Shelter, Balerno Main Shelter and Balerno Shelter 2 – were used together with ethnographic and archaeological case studies to construct a model of interaction in the confluence area. The ways in which hunter-gatherer identity and use of spaces and places changed over the last two thousand years, due to the movement of different groups of black African farmers into the Shashe-Limpopo area, were examined.   My interpretation of the data is that differences in farmer social structure and identity played a role in how farmers interacted with hunter-gatherers, and vice versa. However, many more questions have been raised by these studies than have been answered by them. I highlight some of the directions that future research in the confluence area could take, based on the new hunter-gatherer sequence of occupation that I have proposed for the region.

VAN NIEKERK, Karen L., Research Assistant, African Heritage Research Inst., Cape Town, S. Africa & Project Co-ordinator, Cape Field School, U Bergen [karen@blomboscave.co.za]

4  The archaeology of fish and fishing: analysis of the Later Stone Age marine fish remains from Blombos cave


Research on fish remains from archaeological sites provides information on the role of fish in diet, technological innovation, processing techniques, seasonality and palaeoenvironments. After establishing a comparative collection I analysed the fish remains from the Later Stone Age levels (2000 – 280 BP) from Blombos Cave situated in the southern Cape, South Africa, My results show that the species composition is the same as that found in the area today, although quite limited relative to the variety of species available. A small shoaling species is the most common in all layers and would most likely have been caught in fish traps or with nets. However, although no artefacts associated with fishing have been found at the site, the species composition suggests that a range of methods of capture were used, including opportunistic scavenging. The absence of scaleless species, even though these are easily caught, suggests that cultural fish taboos commonly recorded in Africa were already established in the Cape by 2000 years ago.

VIVIAN, Brian C., Research Associate, Asante Archaeology Project, U Calgary [vivian@ucalgary.ca]

Poster  On Akan ceramics and the state of the Asante 

I report on an investigation into the ceramics of the Asante state, based on results of the Asante Archaeological Research Project carried out under the direction of Peter Shinnie.  Although historically much attention was directed toward the Asante state and the ceramics produced therein, in more recent times the Asante have in large part been ignored archaeologically and little is known about the nature of ceramics from the area.  This paper details ware types and vessel forms that have been identified and arrives at conclusions on the chronological development of Akan ceramics prior to the emergence of the Asante State.

VOGELSANG, Ralf, Research Asst, U. Köln, Germany [R.Vogelsang@uni-koeln.de]  

Seed grinding or pounding meat: the use of grindstones in northwestern Namibia
The assumptions that archaeologists often make about ground stone implements and their use affect the inferences that can be drawn from their occurrence in a prehistoric site assemblage. In southern Africa it is generally supposed that grindstones were used for processing plant foods and, to a lesser extent, for grinding ochre. However, ethnographic observations made in the Etosha National Park in northwestern Namibia have highlighted a further important function: the preparation of meat. Pounding meat may also have played a major role in the prehistoric use of grindstones in southern Africa.

W

Walshaw, Sarah, Postdoc. Fellow, Archaeology, Simon Fraser U, Burnaby BC, Canada [sarahwalshaw11@yahoo.ca]

6  Swahili food production: archaeobotany of town and country on Pemba Island, Tanzania, A.D. 600-1500


The Swahili are best known for the trading centers they built along the coast of eastern Africa, yet much remains to be known of the political and economic connections between the larger towns and their surrounding countryside. Here I report the results from archaeobotanical investigations of two towns and their neighboring villages, representing the pre-urbanization (A.D. 600-1000) and urbanization (A.D. 1100-1500) periods on Pemba Island, Tanzania. First, I briefly outline the plant taxa represented, including grains, legumes, and fruit/nut species. I then focus on possible economic relations between town and country based upon food production strategies apparent in the archaeobotanical record. Significantly, based on this preliminary data set, it appears that the villages studied did not provision their nearby centres with grain; rather, it is likely that towns and villages each housed largely self-sufficient food producers.

Waweru, Veronica, PhD cand., Anthropology, & Cynthia Peterson, Prof., Physics, U Connecticut, Storrs CT, USA [veronica.waweru@uconn.edu]

11 The age of the pastoral Neolithic revisited: thermoluminescence dates from Lukenya and the central Rift 

This paper presents preliminary results of thermoluminescence dates from a Pastoral Neolithic (PN) site GvJm 47, Lukenya Hill, Kenya. The dates are derived from pottery samples found in association with faunal remains of domesticates from different primary activity areas at the site. Samples obtained from three stratigraphic levels were dated using the additive dose method. Each run included a natural and three artificially irradiated aliquots of the same sample. Lithium fluoride dosimeters buried in soils from the site were analyzed to compute the site’s dose rate. This process was repeated to test the replicability of the initial results. The TL dates  correlate to the stratigraphic positions of the dated samples and suggest that the site was in use as early as 6000 BP. The dates are also substantially older than a 970 BP date obtained previously from bone. The origin, timing and spread of pastoralism in this region are poorly understood due to lack of chronological data. Few PN sites are covered by volcanics but bone and ceramics are abundant at these sites.  Future studies utilizing a combination of TL and Accelerator Mass Spectrometry dating programs will help resolve the questions on the transition from hunting and gathering to pastoralism.

Weiss, Lindsay, PhD cand., Anthropology, Columbia U & Archaeology, McGregor Museum, Kimberley, S. Africa [lw2004@columbia.edu]

15  Heritage as viewed by an archaeologist in South Africa: the intersection of market, history and identity
My archaeological research leads me to consider the historical turn of the postcolonial context in South Africa. Recently, free market policies have come to position the culturally celebratory potential of heritage directly in line with the global marketplace of tourism.   Heritage comes to designate a sphere in which the political negotiation of identitarian claims comes to be shaped by tourist dollars and the personal vision of site managers, archaeologists, curators and others.  Because the domain of heritage is historical, the potential heritage plays to advantageously position one group or another comes to be seen as less explicitly about citizenship and rights and more about tourism or education. And yet, heritage plays a crucial political role for the multicultural state—its potential to offer recognition and celebration for the subaltern is powerful precisely because it occurs in less explicit political terms.  The outcome of this situation is that the way in which this recognition unfolds tends to pander to a sometimes less than ideal mode of recognition. These issues affect my archaeological research in the Diamond Fields of Kimberley; more broadly the repercussions for archaeological practitioners necessitate serious considerations of the relationship between identity and heritage.

Weldai, Merih, PhD student, Anthropology, U Florida, Gainsville Fl, USA, and National Museum of Eritrea  [asmie@ufl.edu]

3  Animals and dietary practices during the Pre-Aksumite period around Asmara

Faunal remains from excavations in the Greater Asmara Area of the central highlands of Eritrea reveal culinary practices based on the consumption of cattle, goat, sheep, and a variety of bird species. Social practices and habits are also indicated from the spatial distribution of the various bones within the settlements. The relationship of the bones to the cultural stratigraphy also marks the occupation phases of the sites. Selection of species by specific age range tends to show concern for managing herd size and balancing competing needs of agriculture in the 2800 to 2400 BP era. 

Welling, Menno, PhD cand., CNWS, Leiden University, Holland [m.welling@let.leidenuniv.nl]

1  Playing the game, inscribing the landscape: the archaeology of mancala games in southern Malawi


Throughout east and southern Africa, rock-cut mancala boards have been recorded. They clearly testify to the antiquity of the game on the African continent. Though notable features in the archaeological landscape, they have been subjected to little analysis and interpretation. In this paper, I report on eleven such games recently discovered in southern Malawi at five different localities. They were found associated with a longwe/mawudzu pottery variety, which would give them a rough age of 300-700 bp. The main significance of the mancala game sites is however not their age. What is more important, the games were carved in stone. As such, the presumably male players, living in an uxorilocal society, were inscribing the landscape, thus claiming ownership of the boulders and the wider landscape within view. An analysis of the stone-carved mancala games in terms of ownership and belonging is validated by the presence of multiple games on single boulders, in varying stages of weathering. Equally, evidence of game repairs and adjustments are indicative of continuous use of the sites for prolonged periods of time.

Whitelaw, Gavin, Senior Curator, Archaeology, Natal Museum, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa [gwhitelaw@nmsa.org.za]

16  The role of gender in the production of Zulu beer vessels

With the exception of izimbiza, the large storage and brewing vessels, Zulu beer vessels in South Africa today are always burnished black and decorated with a range of motifs in a variety of decoration techniques. This is a relatively recent phenomenon. Black burnished sherds are rare in archaeological assemblages of the Nguni sequence (from AD 1050) predating the nineteenth century. Further, Frank Jolles has observed that mid-nineteenth century illustrations of beer vessels are dominated by baskets. Images from the end of the century indicate that by then baskets had all but vanished. In this paper I explore the relationship between this change in material culture and the exploitative colonial legislation and practices designed to create a labour force from the middle of the century onwards. These practices extracted men from homestead life and precipitated changes in a key forum of social interaction—beer drinking. Our understanding of surface treatment of ceramic beer vessels today should be rooted in this historical context and in Nguni perceptions of gender.

Willoughby, Pamela, Assoc. Prof., Anthropology, U Alberta, Edmonton AB, Canada [pam.willoughby@ualberta.ca]

12  Middle and Later Stone Age technology in southern Tanzania
Fieldwork conducted in the Songwe River Valley of the Lake Rukwa Rift in southwestern Tanzania has led to the discovery of numerous Middle and Later Stone Age archaeological sties.  These include open air lithic scatters associated with a series of river terraces, as well as stratified sites within volcanic boulder rock shelters near the village of Mapogoro.  While there are obvious differences in raw material selection, tool manufacturing methods and discard practices in the MSA and LSA here, there are similarities in lithic style and tool preferences.  This paper reports on the test excavation of IcIu17, which contains a buried Middle Stone Age occupation horizon.  It also discusses the discovery of granite rock shelters in the neighboring Iringa Region which contain Iron Age, Later Stone Age and probably Middle Stone Age occupation horizons.  These will be the focus of renewed fieldwork in 2006. 

Winton, Victoria S., Lecturer, Paleolithic Archaeology, U Liverpool & Oumarou Idé, Head, Paleolithic Archaeology, l’Institut de Recherches en Sciences Humaines, U Abdou Mamouni, Niamey [v.s.winton@liv.ac.uk]

9  Project SAHEL - the research context of a Paleolithic case-study in West Africa


Dispersal is a significant theme in human evolution since it leads us to question the technological, ecological, cognitive and social bases of population expansions or movements.  Discussion of these issues is often framed in terms of ‘Out of Africa’.  Meanwhile, for a number of reasons, relatively little is known of early Palaeolithic range expansions across the (regionally diverse) African continent itself.  Despite indications of early Palaeolithic populations in West Africa, the African Palaeolithic record is effectively synonymous with what is known from East, South and North Africa whilst dispersal outside the African continent is commonly configured as the salient indicator of increased levels of human ingenuity and sociality in conquering new environments.  Does the West African archaeological record suggest a complex, punctuated and regionally diverse, Pan-Africa arena of dispersal, involving trans-environment movement, technological innovation and social evolution? The first part of this paper sets-out a framework for investigations of West African early Palaeolithic occupation; considering the impact of Pleistocene climate change, hominin habitat tolerance and the potential for site preservation.  The following section draws on a case-study of an inter-period (Palaeolithic-Historic) field project undertaken in 2004 in the Mékrou Valley, southwest Niger.  A number of future research directions are indicated.

Woldu, Dawit O., PhD cand., Anthropology, U Florida, Gainsville Fl, USA, and U Asmara [daveok@ufl.edu]

3  Inferring Eritrean Later Stone Age from archaeology and paleoenvironments of the Horn.

Paleoenvironmental and archaeological evidence have long been used in the Horn to construct Stone Age cultures, including the Later Stone Age. This paper attempts to construct the Eritrean Later Stone Age using patterns of archaeological and paleoenvironmental findings in the region. Many sites in Somalia and Ethiopia have been discovered over the last six decades. Most importantly, Later Stone Age research in Somalia by Clark, Brandt, and others has been used as an important reference to this region. The findings from these sites are used to predict possible locales of Later Stone Age complexes of the Horn.  This paper surveys the landscape and environmental patterns of all known sites and then postulates the occurrence of LSA sites in Eritrea in similar environments and landscape patterns. I briefly focus on the importance of Eritrean coastal areas and caves in the Eritrean escarpments as possible refugia during the intermediary harsh climatic periods of the LSA. I also address the possible role of LSA populations in both the Eritrea coastal areas and inland in relation to the ongoing debate about the dispersal of Modern Humans out Africa via the postulated Southern Red Sea migration route.  

Wood, Marilee, Research Associate, U. Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, S. Africa [mwood@mweb.co.za]
2  The development of a glass bead sequence for southern Africa in the Islamic Period 

During the Islamic period (8th to 16th centuries CE), southern Africa was an important participant in the Indian Ocean trade network, exchanging gold, ivory and other products for exotic items, especially glass beads.  These small colourful objects are found in the thousands at archaeological sites around the region and are the best evidence we have concerning the volume of trade that occurred.  They can also potentially tell us who southern Africans were trading with (albeit indirectly) at different times. But extracting information from the beads is difficult if they are not organized into a dated sequence.  Fortunately, the creation of such a sequence is possible for southern Africa thanks to the large number of well-excavated and dated Iron Age sites in the region.  This presentation will describe and illustrate the series that have been identified and will point out the characteristic features and temporal parameters of each.

WOTZKA, Hans-Peter, Head, African Archaeology Institute of Prehistoric Archaeology, U Köln, Germany [hp.wotzka@uni-koeln.de]

7  Radiocarbon and the structure of Iron Age settlement in Central Africa and beyond.
A data base of more than 4000 radiocarbon dates from all of Africa has been set up in order to come to grips with chronological issues relating to early metal use. Cumulative group dispersion calibrations are performed and the resulting curves analyzed as proxy data for historical variability in regional settlement intensities. Despite diverse research biases and other chance factors determining the composition of sample batches submitted for dating, regional "fingerprints" emerge which may be used to trace major fluctuations in settlement activity and, for that matter, demographic fluctuations. In addition, several correspondences emerge, linking up regional curves at various geographical scales. Explanations for these common patterns need to be sought in high-level factors governing human settlement, such as over-exploitation of resources, pandemic human and animal diseases, or climate change.   

Wynne-Jones, Stephanie, Assistant-Director, British Institute in Eastern Africa, Nairobi, Kenya [swj@africaonline.co.ke]

15  Beyond class: nested identities in the East African coastal landscape 

Identity on the East African coast has tended to be understood in terms of what Glassman has called the “class-theoretical approach”, in which historical agents are assumed to act according to their “class”, defined economically or in terms of power.  Particular aspects of the material record have been associated with different “classes” of Swahili society, even as the diversity of coastal society has been recognised. In contrast, archaeological research in the wider region of the town of Kilwa Kisiwani has highlighted the myriad interactions occurring between people in the region, and the possibilities of numerous identities being negotiated and made manifest through the material record.  In particular, aspects of the ceramic data suggesting the active manipulation of material culture in the maintenance of particular identities are restricted to certain groups of ceramic and spheres of activity.  Contradictory patterns exist elsewhere.  The implications of this patterning in terms of gender, class, religion, urbanity and colonialism are explored as an attempt is made to recognise multiple interacting and nested identities in the society and the landscape of coastal East Africa.
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Zubieta, Leslie F., PhD cand., Rock Art Research Institute, U Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, S. Africa [leslazu@gmail.com]

14  The rock art of girls’ initiation ceremonies in south-central Africa

Of the four rock art traditions found in south-central Africa, the White Spread-eagled tradition has been linked to Chinamwali, the girls' initiation ceremony of the Cheŵa matrilineal people. This painted tradition is no longer performed but its past link to the ceremony is recognized by the Cheŵa today. This link confers it with an important symbolic value because Chinamwali is the most important experience in the life of women and the rock art is a remaining witness to women’s concerns and views of the world. The aim of the project was to understand the symbolism and meaning of the rock art motifs and their relationship to the Chinamwali ceremony.  The challenges were to gain access to a very secret knowledge to which only Cheŵa women have access and on the other hand to recognize the changes between the past and present knowledges.  I present results that suggest how these rock art motifs were used in the past as metaphors for human behaviour and how, as such, they served as mnemonic devices in the learning process of the ceremony.
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